ae @& Ws 
VNOTLVIIBINOS 


aati 
weit 7 








Tete meyer 














Copyright, “a YY The Sunday School ee Co, 


Entered as second-class 


atter July 16, 1879, at the post-office at'Philadelphia, Pa., under the Act of March 3, 2879. 
as sécond-class matter at the post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. 








e ahave 





Times: Co., 323-327 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, heey 20, 1934 
Volume Seventy-six. No. 3 


— 


$2 a year, in clubs, $1.50 
See page 48 





Lesson for February 4 in this issue 


Lesson 5.—Puttilig God’s Kingdom First. 
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Keepsakes 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 


OW dear they are,—that silken knot of 
lue. 
That yellowed page, that withered rose, 
Each true heart knows. 


Such trifling things, of little worth are they, 
Yet love-gifts, — and above our gold 
These things we hold. 


It may be God has precious keepsakes, too: 
The two small mites that one let fall 
When ’twas her all ; te 


The spices sweet on which the teardrops fell, 
That by those tender hands were borne 
On Easter morn ; 


The fragments of an alabaster box, 
Once broken, that a heart its store 
Of love might pour. 


Small*things, yet priceless love-gifts. Can 
it be 


That, ’mong God’s keepsakes, there is 
aught 
My love has brought? 


we 
No Poverty with God 


Weakness and poverty become riches 
and strength— with God. An unknown, 
commonplace young man, member of a 
friglitened, def€ated, and hunted nation, re- 
a surprising message from God: 
this thy migft, and thou shalt save 
L from the hand of the Midianites.” 
med like cruel mockery for God to 
ut “thy might” to this helpless 
t fellow. And it would have been, 
f another word that God added: 
I sent thee?” When God sends 
us, we can confidently go in the might 
which ‘is omfiipotence. But the young 









man Gideon protested —he was afraid. 
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How could he save Israel? “My family 
is poor,” he said, “and I am the least in 
my father’s house.” Tha, Lord patiently 
replied: “Surely I will be with thee.” 
When God is added to our poverty we be- 
come, immediately, rich beyond reckoning. 
When God is added to our weakness, we 
become so strong that nothing can stand 
against us. Gideon finally. believed God, 
and a great and miraculous victory fol- 
lowed. Nor was it a mere “flash in the 
pan,” for we read that “the country was in 
quietness forty years in the days of Gideon” 
(Judg. 8:28). If we realize that we are 
very weak, and very. poor, let us praise 
God — psivided we have taken his Son 
as our Saviour and Lord. For his “strength 
is madé perfect in weakness.” 


A 
Our Lord's Father 


God and his Son have an eternal rela- 
tionship that is unique. It is true that the 
Lord Jesus Christ brings into oneness with 
himself and his Father all who receive 
him as Saviour: “As thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us” (John 17:21). But the Father 
and the Son are members of the Godhead 
as redeemed sinners are not, and it is sig- 
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nificant how carefully the inspired Scrip- 
tures show this. Thus the Lord never in- 
cluded himself with his disciples when he 
said “Our Father.” The disciples were to 
say “Our Father” when they prayed; but 
the Lord said to Mary: “I ascend unto 
my Father, and your Father; and to my 
God and your God” (John 20:17). In 
the many passages where the Lord,»spoke 
to his disciples of their heavenly “ather 
he always said, “your Father,” never “our 
Father.” His mother and human brothers 
once sent for him while he was addressing 
the people, and he spoke a remarkable 
word, setting his spiritual relationships 
above his human relationships. “Who is 
my mother? and who are my brethren?” 
he asked; then, stretching forth his hand 
toward his disciples, he said: “Behold my 
mother and my brethren! For whosoever 
shall do the will of my Father who is in 
Heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, 
and mother” (Matt. 12:40, 50). He did 
not say, “the same is my. father.” The 
eternal Son ef God had a human mother, 
and brother, and sister, but no human 
father. Our Lord’s disciples could be his 
“brother, and sister, and mother” but not 
his father. God alone was his father. This 
is another of the many indirect intimations 
of the deity and the virgin birth of the 
only begotten Son of God. 
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ls 1934 a Prophetic Year? 


**Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times 


of the Ga 


T THE outset the writefwould state 
A that he is strongly against setting 

dates as to the Lord’s return, for 
so much harm has been done in the past 
by this—not only to the individual but 
also to the cause of Christ. “In such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh” (Matt. 24:44). 

In THe Sunpay ScHoot Times of Jan- 
uary 12, 1929, there was an article entitled 
“1934,” by R. A. Jaffray of China, a well- 
known missionary, in which he stated that 
he remembered hearing Dr. A. B. Simpson 
say some thirty years ago that the Gentile 
petiod commenced in 606-586 B. C. and 





Editor’s Note.—The writer of this unusual 
study, A. W..Frodsham, which is published 
this week in place of The Sunday School Times’ 
usual editorial, has been a foreign missionary for 
the Presbyterian Church in Scotland, and now 
lives in California. Mr. Frodsham had the rare 
privilege of studying Bible prophecy under Dr. 
Grattan Guinness, in England many yéars ago, 
and his present paper is worthy of the thought- 
ful and prayerful attention of God’s people. 


be fulfilled.”-—Buke 2] : 24. 


would run out in 1914-1934. That period, 
said Mr. Jaffray, seemed a long way off, 
but, he urged that we be up and about our 
Master’s business, as there were only five 
years left before 1934. And now that 
year has actually begun. 

May I call attention to the conclusions 
drawn by Dr. Grattan Guinness in his 
book, “Light fot the Last Days”? It was 
my privilege to attend a. Bible Conference 
in the home of Dr. Guinness at Cliff, 
England, between thirty and forty years 
ago. He was a very remarkable man. 
Bible student, evangelist, astronomer, and 
head of a college for training ministers 
and missionaries. He was a man of wealth, 
and had his own private observatory. He 
compiled a book of astronomical tables that 
is consulted in the ieading observatories 
oi the world. This man, I believe, has 
thrown more light on prophetic chronology 
than any other man, He states that pro- 
phetic chronology was hidden from the Early 
Church, for, if they had understood that 
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the Lord’s coming was some 1,900 years 
distant, they would not have watched. But 
now for the last hundred and fifty years 
the saints have been enabled to understand 
Bible chronology, and so to be encouraged, 
that they might not lose heart but believe 
and wait for the Lord’s return. 

What is meant by “the times of the 
Gentiles”? It is that period during which 
the Holy Land has been under the rule 
of the Gentiles ; when Israel has been with- 
out a king. What is the actual date of its 
starting point? Many Bible students are 
agreed that the Gentile period covers a 
period of 2,520 years, on the day-year plan; 
that is, 360 years, seven times over, equals 
2,520. 


The Times of the Gentiles — How Long? 


In studying prophetic chronology one 
has to consider the difference in the length 
of year; thus the lunar year is 354 days; 
the calendar year 360 days; and the solar 
year, which we use, is 365 days. The cal- 
endar year is the one usually followed in 
the study of chronology. Taking a day 
for a year we have 360 multiplied by 7, 
which gives us 2,520 years, the generally 
accepted period by schools of prophecy as 
the extent of Gentile dominion over the 
Holy Land. 

Dr. Guinness drew attention to the fact 
that Palestine was first invaded by the 
father of Nebuchadnezzar in 606 B. C.,, 
but it was in 604 that Nebuchadnezzar 
actually in person took up the conquest of 
Jerusalem or Palestine, which resulted in 
the final overthrow of Jerusalem and the 
burning of the Temple that Solomon built, 
and the taking of Zedekiah as prisoner, 
who was the last of the kings of Judah. 

This era, in which the Gentile power 
was gradually exerting itself over Jeru- 
salem, was seventeen years. During that 
period three kings of Judah were subdued 
by the Chaldean power: Jehoiakim, Jehoia- 
chin, and Zedekiah. So important was this 
event that it is recorded no less than four 
times in the Bible, in 2 Kings 25:2; 2 
Chronicles 36:19; Jeremiah 52:11; and 
Daniel 1: 1. 

I once took special pains to seek out 
in the British Museum a clay tablet, actually 
written in. the days of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and no doubt by his command, setting forth 
his numerous wars and victories, and among 
them there is an account of the overthrow 
of Jerusalem and the taking of Zedekiah 
prisoner. 

So it is plain how important the events 
were when the facts are recorded four 
times in sacred writ and once in profane 
history. God has set value on them. We 
do well also to study them closely. 

Why is 1934 looked upon as so important 
by students of prophetic chronology? Be- 
cause it seems to be the last date that we 
have in prophetic chronology for Gentile 
dominion over Jerusalem. 

Dr. Guinness defined the “times of the 
Gentiles” in several ways. He said it is 
“the long period of history which began 
with the beginning of the succession of 
the four great Gentile monarchies revealed 
to Nebuchadnezzar, and which ends with 
the close of these four empires, and the 
manifestation of the kingdom of God;” 
“the joint duration of the rule of Baby- 
lon, Persia, Greece, and Rome”; “the 
period which elapses between the fall of 
the throne of Judah, in the days of Nebu- 
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chadnezzar, and the restoration of that 
throne by the establishment of it for ever 
in the person of Christ, the Son and Lord 
of David”; “the period which, according 
to prophecy, is to be immediately followed 
by the establishment on earth of a universal 
monarchy of a wonderfully different de- 
scription, by the setting up of the long pre- 
dicted, long prayed for kingdom of God, 
the kingdom of the Son of man, of which 
Christ so often spoke.” 

Dr. Guinness pointed out that, at the 
termination of the lunar year period of 
reckoning, and also of the calendar year 
period, important events were to occur. 
But it is the termination of the longest, 
or solar, period of reckoning that we are 
interested in, and I quote from his book, 
“Light for the Last Days” (page 244): 
“The three full solar termini from all the 
three Nebuchadnezzar starting points (that 
is, from the falls of Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, 
and Zedekiah), have their full close in the 
years 1917, 1923, and 1934.” 

Guinness points out that Daniel 12: 12 is 
the ne plus ultra (“nothing more beyond”) 
of prophetic chronology, and that Scrip- 
ture gives no further dates, therefore, be- 
yond the year 1934; in fact his book, “Light 
for the Last Days,” ends somewhat 
abruptly after dealing with various pro- 
phetic dates, 

We know that Jerusalem was taken from 
the Turks in 1917. And in that same year 
the Mohammedans, of their own free will, 
changed their calendar; instead of making 
A. D. 622 their starting point, they ac- 
cepted that which celebrates the birth of 
Christ, thus adopting the Christian calendar. 
What is not generally noted is that, after 
prolonged fighting on the part of Turkey, 
and when she had gained most of her 
points in her bargaining, in 1923 Turkey 
signed the treaty of Lausanne, and handed 
over to the Allies all her claims to Pales- 
tine, Syria, and Mesopotamia, all these 
being lands that God swore to give to Abra- 
ham. 


Three Crosses Now Over Palestine 


It is very significant that the British 
flag, or Union Jack, composed of three 
crosses, has been flying officially over Jeru- 
salem for seventeen years, and that the 
Jewish six pointed star flag flies by special 
favor. 

Is it to be wondered at that Bible stu- 
dents wait with keen interest to see what 
1934 will bring forth? 

It is generally accepted that the final 
overthrow of Jerusalem was in 587 B. C. 
The overthrowing of the Holy Land ex- 
tended through seventeen years, and Gen- 
tile ruie over Jerusalem was complete when 
Jerusalem was taken, with its king, and 
the beautiful Temple of Solomon was de- 
stroyed by fire. The restoring of Pales- 
tine since 1917 has been rapid, and now, 
under the persecution of Hitler, German 
Jews are flocking back to Palestine, many 
of theia with money. If the gradual resto- 
ration is the same ysriod as the gradual 
overthrow, seventeen years, that time will 
terminate in 1934. 

On Sunday, January 7, a few days be- 
fore this issue of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times was closed, a conference of Zionist 
delegates representing forty communities 
in Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern New 
Jersey, and Delaware met in Philadelphia 
and adopted resolutions deploring the re- 
strictions being placed upon Jewish immi- 
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gration into Palestine. Great Britain, the 
mandatory Power, was asked to give op- 
portunity to German Jewish refugees to 
seek new homes in Palestine, and it was 
declared that “the Jews come into Pales- 
tine as of right and not as of suffrance.” 

Will the Lord come in 1934? No man 
knows. The facts and dates discussed here, 
based on the Scriptures, have to do with 
Israel rather than the Church. But if a 
culmination of predicted events is at hand 
for Israel, then surely the Lord’s return 
for His Church is near. The lessons? 
“Watch therefore”; work; pray. “Blessed 
is that servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing” (Matt. 24: 46). 

“Surely I come quickly” (Rev. 22:20). 

“And now, little children, abide in him; 
that, when he shall appear, we may have 
confidence, and not be ashamed before him 
at his coming” (1 John 2:28). 








Notes on Open Letiéis 




















Are War Illustrations Wrong? 


I have been a reader of your papers for 
fifteen years, and have often wondered why 
you have used war illustrations. 


This week you used war illustrations, and 
used it as your prize illustration for the les- 
son of -yesterday (August 20). 


I enlisted in the Great War in May, 
1917, and was given a commission, so be- 
lieve I am qualified to say- to you that I 
believe that war illustrations lack consider- 
ably of being 100 per cent the messengers 
of peace.—A Kansas banker. 

Perhaps the time has come when the 
Bible ought to be edited to bring it up to 
date, and have all its many war illustra- 
tions edited out. Or perhaps the Scrip- 
tures “lack considerably of being 100 per 
cent the messengers of peace.” Unfor- 
tunately the Bible is a war book from 
cover to cover! It is also a peace book 
to an extreme that is true of no other book 
ever written. 

If the Kansas banker will take his con- 
cordance and start looking up the pas- 
sages in the Bible under the word “war” 
he will find that it will take a long while 
to read them through. And the same is 
true of the passages on peace. 

One of the most comforting and reas- 
suring messages that ever came to God’s 
people was when they were confronted by 
an overwhelming military force, and the 
Lord said to them: “Be not afraid nor 
dismayed by reason of this great multitude; 
for the battle is not your’s but God’s” (2 
Chron. 20:15). 

When the Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of peace, wanted to use an illustration to 
make plain the cost of discipleship, he said: 
“What king, going to make war against 
another king, sitteth not down first, and 
consulteth whether he be able with ten 
thousand to meet him that cometh against 
him with twenty thousand? Or else, while 
the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth 
an ambassage, and desireth conditions of 
peace” (Luke 14:31, 32). 

When Paul wanted to illustrate the in- 
tensity and severity of the Christian life, 


he said: “So fight I, not as one that beat-- 


eth the air: but I keep under my body, and 
bring it into subjection” (1 Cor. 9: 26, 27). 
(Continued on page 47) 
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The Human Sacrifice Ends — and 


How God made the wrath of man to praise Him By 











Blessings Begin 


J. Alva Stafford 








OW I will try to relate some of the 
N things that were taking place inside 
the house, as told to me by eye- 
witnesses. The woman who lived where 
the tragedy occurred, and who was also 
the mother of some of the “virgins” who 
were considered as victims for the sacri- 
fice, told me much of the following. 
She said that some of the smaller chil- 
dren had gone for a long time without 
anything to eat, and were crying and beg- 
ging for food. She attempted to cook 
something for them. She had tried to peel 
potatoes, but found later that she had not 
finished peeling them and had left the 
kettle containing them on the floor. She 
had also attempted to make corn bread, 
but had not even finished that. Although 
she was not gibbering, etc., she was under 
the “spell” to such an extent that she could 
not think clearly. She said that some one 
told her, “They are preparing to offer 
the sacrifice now,” but she could not real- 
ize what it all meant. J. H. Mills, her 
brother, had been striking people on the 
throat with a Testament, she said, and 
when he did this they would fall over as 
if dead. He called this “dying to sin,” 
or “going under the sword.’ 


The Children’s Narrow Escape 

Four or more (the accounts varied) “vir- 
gins” were placed upon the bed on their 
backs, and they were preparing to kill 
them. A mother was asked if she was 
“ready to give up her child.” (Some of 
the victims were but small children.) This 
mother then came to her senses enough 
to realize the danger, and snatched up her 
child and fled to another room. This sud- 
den action seemed to arouse the others 
who were on the bed, and they sprang up 
and fled to another room. They’ had been 
in such a hypnotic stupor that they were 
almost willing subjects or victims, and did 
not realize all that they were doing. 

The leaders of the groupewere now with- 
out any victim. They held a conference 
to decide upon whom to offer. The old 
mother (also grandmother to some pres- 
ent), who was over seventy years of age, 
was decided upon. Some one went to the 
bedroom where she was sleeping and waked 
her. She had lost so much sleep that she 
was completely exhausted. They told her 
that they had decided to offer her as the 
sacrifice. 

During her sleep she had recovered from 
the effects of the “spell” and realized her 
danger, so she began to reason with them. 
She was quoted as saying, “I don’t see any 
sense in all this,” “I think that you’ are 
carrying it too far.” 

She was asked if she would not rather 
die than go to hell. 

“Of course I would rather die than go 
to hell,” she replied, “but I don’t see any 
sense in all this ; I don’t see how this could 
do any good,” 

Other things were doubtless said, but I 
was told that after a little while her son, 


Some of the greatest horrors in the his- 
tory of humanity have been brought 
about by devotees of false religions. 
The tragedy that occurred in the 
mountains of Kentucky early last year 
seems unbelievable in enlightened, 
Christian America. But there was no 
light, only darkness, in the lives of 
those who consummated the tragedy. 
This extraordinary narrative by a mis- 
sionary of the American Sunday School 
Union was begun two weeks ago in 
The Sunday School Times, and is con- 
cluded in this third chapter of the 
series. The Times rejoices in the privi- 
lege of bringing before the Christian 
public the desperate need of true 
evangelism in such regions where the 
people “sat in darkness,” and still 
more the good news of how this same 
people “saw great light; and to them 
which sat in the region and shadow of 
death light is sprung up” (Matt. 4: 16). 








J. H. Mills, struck her on the throat as 
he had been doing to the others, and she 
fell back across the bed on which she was 
sitting. She seemed to have been affected 
by the “spell” again. 

(Note by the Editor: Details of the 
torture and murder, as given here by the 
narrator, are omitted from publication, as 
they should not be published. Remember- 
ing that this was the murder of a mother 
by her son, they seem incomprehensible, yet 
are well authenticated; and they serve as 
a terrible warning of what can happen in 
the name of “religion” when the human 
heart is deceived by Satan or by its own 
false promptings.) 

While this hideous crime was being com- 
mitted there were at least seventeen people 
in the house. Among them were the aged 
victim’s sons, daughters, daughters-in-law 
and sons-in-law, grandsons and grand- 
daughters, all of whom: loved her greatly. 
“She was shore a good old woman,” they 
said. The greater number of these people 
were actually in the room and witnessed 
the crime. Some were gibbering in the 
so-called “tongues,” some were standing 
over the bed, waving their hands over 
their mother and saying, “Have your own 
way, Lord.” One woman sat at the foot 
of the bed, holding three small children. 
The children seemed to be in a daze, also. 
All this lasted for an hour or more —no 
one knows just how long. 


«Back to Ghastly Reality 

Mrs. Boyd, daughter of the murdered 
woman, seems to have been the first to 
realize the terribleness of the crime. She 
said to some one, “I believe that he has 
killed Ma!” Some one told her. not to 
worry, because he would bring her back 
to life. She told them she was going for 
help. They prevented her from going for a 
time. Several present were still talking 
n “tongues” and doing all kinds of weird 
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things. After a time Mrs. Boyd suc; 
ceeded in getting her children together an 
out of the door. One little girl would go 
no farther than the gate, and turned back 
as if drawn by an unseen hand. Mrs. Boyd 
went on, however, leaving this child and 
taking the others to the home of a brother 
who had not taken any part in the cult 
rites. He was the one that had been locked 
up the day before, in the other house, ~ 

Neither this brother nor any of the crowd 
that had gathered near would enter the 
house, because of mortal fear. The sheriff 
soon arrived. When they finally broke. open 
the door they found a gibbering, .nilitant 
crowd, Several were injured in the fight that 
ensued. It was like quieting a riot in a mad 
house. The people used fists, pulled hair; 
scratched with finger-nails, and brandished 
the big knife. The officers found the son 
still with the dead body of his mother, 
He began to fight in a frenzied manner; 
but was pummeled into insensibility and 
bound. 

Several of the older people were taketi 
to jail to await trial for murder. The 
women were soon released on bond, and 
the men who had not taken a leading part 
were also soon released. Four were detained 
longer, Finally all were allowed bond 
except John H. Mills and Blaine McGinnis; 


Reaping the Whirlwind 


I had a talk with those that were in 
jail. They seemed to be rational and they 
regretted their deed. “We didn’t know 
what we were doing,” they said. I found 
that they had had no opportunity to attend 
Sunday-school. since they were small chil+ 
dren, and indeed had never actually ats 
tended any Sunday-school in their life, 
There had been a Sunday-school in the 
community when Mills was about ten years 
old, he said, but he had not been a pupil, 
having visited it but a few times. My, 
heart ached for them, for it was very evi+ 
dent that they had never had a ‘chance to 
know about God or how to worship him, 
They were yearning to know God when 
they had been led into the wrong path. 

At their request I gave them some old 
Sunday-school quarterlies and other liter: 
ature, They said they were very glad 
that their children were going to have a 
Sunday-school to attend now. There weré 
also other young men in the jail for othef 
crimes, and not one of them had evef 
been a member of a* Sunday-school at any 
time in his life. They eagerly took 
periodicals, Gospels, and tracts, and prom* 
ised to read them — in fact, they began to 
read them while I was there. 

Some say that the people who were 
members of this cult are “weak minded.” 
Some say they are “all illiterate” and live 
in the most “backwoods” section of Ki 
tucky and of America. Some say 
this is only a small cult and is confi 
to this immediate family, etc. I do 
agree with any of these conclusions — 
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only wish that any one of them were 
true, 

The fact is that there are many very 
intelligent people living in the community. 
I could cite many communities in this 
mountain section that are far worse than 
this one in percentage of illiteracy. The 
average home is tidy and clean. The com- 
munity has a healthy aspect. It is true 
that in the main the roads are but mule 
paths, foot paths, or creek bed roads. There 
is now a highway grade being made through 
the community. Ever so many of these 
Cumberland Mountain counties have com- 
munities as bad or worse. I know of com- 
munities where about the only vehicle to 
be seen is the sled, Women both old and 
young, as well as the men, carry sacks 
of shelled corn great distances to a little 
grist mill to have it ground for their meal. 
Isolation, caused by the many mountains, 
unbridged creeks, rocks, and impassable 
roads (except on a mule), is a pitiful real- 
ity. Children grow up in such communi- 
ties almost as ignorant of the Bible as if 
they lived on islands of the distant seas. 

To return to the cult. Some of the 
members might be “weak minded,” but 
the courts did not so decide. I found that 
sons-in-law and daughters-in-law were af- 
fected and talked in “tongues,” as did their 
children, quite as much as the immediate 
family. All seem to possess average intel- 
ligence. 

Nor is this sect confined to this section, 
but it is widespread. I have worked among 
people all over this section of the moun- 
tains who follow the same. general trend. 
I have made the problem quite a study. 
I have found that Bible-illiteracy is the 
chief cause. People have not had oppor- 
tunity to study God’s Word or hear it 
preached in the right way. They have 
been so. starved spiritually that, like 
drowning persons, they grasp at a straw. 

In the community where the crime was 
committed I found that there were some 
very fine old people who were Christians, 
but from middle-age down I found but 
four professing Christians. With the ex- 
ception of one good old-time preacher who 
did not believe in Sunday-school because 
the name Sunday-school does not appear in 
the Bible, all were eager for a Sunday- 
school to start, that they might have a 
chance to learn and know the truth, and 
be free from ignorance and superstition, 
from sin and distress. 


Light Shines in the Darkness 

The Sunday-school did wonderfully well 
all last summer. The average attendance 
has been over 100. There were seventy 
pupils that never missed a Sunday during 
the first quarter. Fifty of these were over 
twelve years of age. All those over twelve 
received a Bible, and those under twelve 
a New Testament, for their faithfulness 
and interest in the Sunday-school. Since 
then I have also sent ten other Bibles to 
others who attended the next quarter and 
did not get one the first time. We have 
also sent each member of the Sunday- 
school a copy of John’s Gospel. . 

W. E. Skeels, a missionary of the Amer- 
ican Sunday School Union in Ohio, has 
just shipped a small Sunday-school library 
to them. Anyone wishing to add to this 
library may do so by sending reliable books 
to Mrs. Lizzie Robinson, Secretary, Toma- 
hawk, Kentucky. 

Special exercises were held on Easter, 
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Mothers’ Day, etc. Many of the children 
have memorized portions of Scripture. The 
people are planning to build a house for 
their Sunday-school. The deeply inter- 
ested spirit of the officers and teachers is 
contagious. It gives us all new courage. 

Poor old Mrs. Lucinda Mills was killed 
as a supposed “sacrifice” for her children. 
The unthinkable crime committed by those 
misguided people has shocked the entire 
nation. Yet it seems that God has turned 
what the Devil thought was a victory for 
him (because he thought this would bring 
Christianity into disrepute) into a victory 
for God. The wonderful success of this 
Bible school in that very community is one 
direct result. The people were aroused to 
the condition of their community and were 
ready to do anything to remedy it. Then 
the attention of the American Sunday 
School Union was drawn to the place, and 
the Sunday-school is the result. In this 
way the grandmother was indeed a sac- 
rifice for her children, grandchildren, and 
all her neighbors. 

Then it seems that the needy condition 
of this entire Cumberland Mountain sec- 
tion has been brought before the people 
of the nation. Many people with the mis- 
sionary spirit will be willing and glad 
to help, where they can do so much good 
in proportion to the labor and expenditure. 

After all, then, Mrs. Mills has not died 
in vain. Sometimes it seems that Satan 
is gaining in the eternal conflict against 
God, but, just when it seems darkest to 
us, God turns seeming defeat into victory. 
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The trial was held in April. Crowds of 
people attended from far and near. All 
were released except Blaine McGinnis, 
John H. Mills, and Ballard Mills. McGin- 
nis and Ballard Mills were sentenced for 
twenty-one years each, and John H. Mills 
for life. 

The reader may wonder what my con- 
clusions are as to the power that causes 
these weird, emotional, and tragic demon- 
strations. The people are earnestly seek- 
ing “signs” and “feelings.” The leader 
guides them wrongly and creates such ex- 
citement that a hypnotic influence comes 
over the highly emotional. They then 
think that the “tongues” and other dem- 
onstrations are the witness of the Holy 
Spirit. 

We must help them by giving them the 
Gospel and showing them the “more ex- 
cellent way,” which is love and a daily 
life which bears the fruit of the Spirit. 
For we all are more or less responsible 
for the crime committed because of Bible 
poverty. Our Lord has said: “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel.” 

Please remember this community, and 
all this very needy mountain section, in 
your petitions to “THe LicHT oF THE 
Wor.p.” We certainly need HIM in these 
dark places. 

And pray that it may be possible for The 
American Sunday School Union (1816 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia) to send out 
many more laborers to the harvest. 


BARBOURVILLE, Ky. 














Recent Revivals in Spanish America 


Blessed results of forty years’ faithful witnessing among Spanish-speaking peoples, 
and hopeful plans for work still to be done in Spain 











RE religious revivals possible in 
A Spanish lands? And have there 

ever been revivals in Spanish lands? 
These or similar questions may be asked 
by the reader; but, for the Peters Trio, 
they have long since been lifted from the 
realm of doubtful things to one of indis- 
putable fact, and can be answered posi- 
tively in the affirmative. 

This “Trio,” without any blare of trum- 
pets, goes about the Master’s business, 
seeking solely the advancement of the 
Kingdom of Christ and the salvation of 
souls among Spanish-speaking peoples in 
this country and abroad. Its members, 
the Rev. Fred. J. Peters, Mrs. Peters, and 
their son Claude, carry on their work 
through faith alone and have been sin- 
gularly blessed by the Lord since 1922. 
Who can say that 11,502 converts in ten 
years, half of whom have been baptized, 
is not an inspiring tally of souls? 

In 1893 Mr. Peters and two young com- 
rades in Christ, John Jarrett and Robert 
Stark, set forth from London in simple 
faith as pioneer Protestant missionaries 
to Peru, and for fourteen years they labored 
in that land ruled by Church and State — 
fourteen years filled with heartaches and 
setbacks, during which time only forty- 
seven souls were won for the Lord. The 
work of preaching the Gospel in those days 
was carried on against all odds — active 


persecution, exile and ignorance —for re- | 





ligious liberty was unknown in Peru be- 
fore I9II. 

In 1907 the problem of educating the 
children born in Peru forced a removal to 
the States, and Mr. Peters spent two years 
in the small town of Mayville, N. Y., in 
a pastorate there. In 1909, however, the 
Lord called again — the “wilderness experi- 
ence” was about to bear fruit!—and the 
call was answered, with the result that 
Mr. Peters went to Cuba. 

That the call was of divine origin, wit- 
ness the results during that five years of 
preaching the Gospel in the language of 
Castille! Five hundred souls were added 
to the army of the saints of God! A won- 
derful increase over the record made in 
Peru, in one-third the time, and marvelous 
evidence of the increased activity of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In 1914, the ill health of Mr. Peters com- 
pelled him to return to the States, where 
for seven years he quietly served the Lord 
as pastor in Pennsgrove, N. J., until 1922. 

Then came a change and the third period 
of his missionary endeavors began. 

On October 1, 1921, as a result of read- 
ing the literature of “The Great Commis- 
mission Prayer League,” Mr. Peters began 
to pray for world revival, and, a few 
months later, the call came to return to 
Cuba. This he did in faith in November 
of that year and, since that date, eleven 

(Continued on facing page) 
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An Outline of Matthew 


To help teachers and classes in their study of the First and Second Quarters’ lessons 
By Robert C. McQuilkin cotumbis title College 














Him To THE WorLpD 
1. Ancestry and Birth of the King 
2. The Reception of the King ....cccccocsscsssees 
(1) The Wise Men worship; the Gentile world 
recognizes the King of the Jews; (2) The Jew- 
ish Rulers ignore their Messiah; (3) King Herod 
seeks to slay, and brings great grief. 


3. Herald of the King, and His Baptism ............ 
4. Testing of the King, and Proclaiming the Kingdom 





ee 


I, PREPARATION OF THE SAviouR KING AND THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF 


3 
4 


II. Messtan’s MINISTRY OF TEACHING AND WorkKS: PROCLAIMING THE 


KinGcpomM. 
1. Beginning the Ministry of Proclaiming the Kingdom 


2. Foundation Principles of the Kingdom: Sermon on 
GNU DROWN SVE RECN ive cee Ke Cad ep biV5 05646 0 G08 


(1) The subjects of the Kingdom 5: 1-16 
“Blessed,” Salt of the earth, 
Light of the world. Qualifica- 
tions for becoming subjects. 


GOWE UE ose EN Es BR aos ELe ae 5:17-7:12 
(a) Relation to the Law and 


the old order (5:17-48). (b) 
Religious duties; before men 
and before God, Giving. Pray- 
ing. Fasting (6: 1-18). (c) Re- 
lation to world; earthly crea- 
tures vs. heavenly treasures (6: 
19-34). (d) Relation to others 
(7: I-12). 
(3) The Choice of the Kingdom .. 7: 13-27 

The two Ways. The two Trees. 
The two Foundations. 


3. The Miracle Power of the Kingdom............ 
4. The King’s Commission to His Ambassadors.... 


5. The Response to the Kingdom Preaching 
(1) John the Baptist; (2) The 
Favored Cities; (3) Childlike 
Disciples; (4) The Father’s 
View; (5) The  Pharisee’s 
View; (6) His Mother and 
Brothers. 


6. Parables and Prophecies of the Kingdom........ 


7. Closing the Public Ministry in Galilee, and the 
Crisis 


Ce ey 


CLAIMING AND PREPARING FoR His DEATH 

1. The Turning Point: The end of the Galilean Min- 
i SRR, SOP EP | eee oy CO go OE a gr 
(1) Peter’s Confession and founding the Church 
(16: 13-20); (2) First Prediction of the Cross 
and Glory to follow (16: 21-28); (3) The Trans- 
figuration (17: 1-8); (4) Lessons on true great- 
ness, and relation of Brethren. 

2. The Last Journey to Jerusalem ........20ccceeees 


3. Entering Jerusalem for Last Week: Final Conflict 
WUNEMSEMMIEIEE Bohrer bate ic eo ava oo kare kas 35% 
(1)eJesus enters as the Predicted King of Israel 
(21: 1-11); (2) Cleansing the Temple (21: 12- 
17); (3) The Fig Tree cursed (21: 18-22); (4) 

The three Parables against the Rulers (21: 23- 
22:14); (5) Cesar and God (22: 15-22); (6) 

The Sadducees and the Resurrection (12: 23-33) ; 

(7) The Great Commandment (22: 34-40); (8) 

The Great Unanswered*Question (22: 41-46). 


4. The Seven Woes; Judgment Pronounced on 
NONE. ig Gea Teas CEN bowen eh vinta ee eecee 


5. The Great Olivet Prophecy and Parables of the 
End of the Age 


ee 





ee 


5 6,7 


8, 9 
10 
Il, 12 


13 


14-16: 20 


III. Ministry or THE REJEcTED KinG (Specially for his Disciples) : Pro- 


16: 13-18: 35 


19, 20 


aI, 22 


23 


24, 25 


1: 1-4: 16 


4: 17-16: 20 


16: 21-25: 46 


BONGREGATIONAL Lag xy 
BOSTON, MA:#%. 37 


IV.-Tae Kine TriumpHs in DEATH 
AND RESURRECTION .......... 26-28 


1. Preparing for 

His Death ....26: 1-46 
2. Betrayal, Seized, 

Tried, Denied, 

Condemned ....26: 47-27: 26 
3. Crucified, Dead, 

and Buried ...27: 27-66 
4. “He Is Risen, 

as He Said” ...28: 1-15 
5. The Great 

Commission and 

the Promised 

Presence ..... 28: 16-20 








Revivals in Spanish America 
(Continued from facing page) 


revival campaigns have been held among 
Spanish-speaking peoples. 

The following figures speak for them- 
selves: 


Statistics oF Past Revivars 


Place Time Converts 
MEIN 5.9 1s era: che56-0 00s Fi bab 1922-23 1,507 
FASS are oe See meme aes 1923-24 1,354 
PO SER Sica Cece se ee 1924 98 
rae 1925 2,410 
Central America ........ 1925-26 768 
ot... See a 1928 687 
eo | re ere 1928-29 1,274 
Pg | ere eee 1930 1,039 
POLO; BRIO s «56 )5:h ais bs cnc 1930-31 894 


U. S. (Mexican work) ..1931-32 811 
U. S. (Mexican work) . .1932-33 660 


Total 


Do these converts stand? The following 
statement of Mr. Peters which cites one 
of many similar instances is enlightening: 

“Last year [1932] we had a revival in 
Los Angeles when 13 Mexican Missions 
united in a campaign in a large American 
church, There were 227 converts in the 
two weeks we were there. Six weeks later, 
returning to Los Angeles, we found by the 
testimony of two of the leaders, that 150 
had been baptized, and that there were 
little groups of converts in each co-operat- 
ing church still to be baptized.” 

Mrs. Peters and Claude Peters, the other 
two members of the present “Trio,” ably 
assist in the evangelical work. They both 
speak Spanish as their second mother 
tongue, Claude having spoken it as a child 
in those lands. Mrs. Peters, with her 
contralto voice, has helped in the work for 
thirty-five years; and Claude, with his 
baritone voice and knowledge of piano, has 
contributed his talents since 1928. The 
musical ability of mother and son is dis- 
tinctly above the average as both have 
trained voices. No party could be better 
prepared and adapted to this work. Need- 
less to say, their music has been remarkably 
blessed by the Lord, and is one of the 
causes of the notable results in these Span- 
ish-American revivals. The Spanish people 
love music and respond wonderfully to 
the message of the Gospel in song. 

Mr. Peters has long been praying about 
Spain. The recent political events in that 
land — separation of Church and State and 
the birth of a new Republic — have opened 
the land of the “Infamous Inquisition” to 
the preaching of the true Gospel. No 
longer does intolerance rule there. In its 
stead there exists liberty for the first time in 
the history of Spain! Such an opportunity 


(Concluded on page 48) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 











LESSINGS from Blindness. — Mr. 
B Iwahashi, Professor of English Lit- 
erature in the Kwansei Gakuin, a 
Japanese university, is the son of a Japanese 
engineer. When he was on the point of 
entering an engineering college, he was 
stricken with incurable blindness. He was 
for a time in the depths of despair, at- 
tempted suicide, but was prevented in time 
by his watchful mother. Then he was sent 
to a blind school to learn to read both the 
Japanese and English Braille. Among the 
books which he ordered, after mastering 
the technique, was the New Testament, and 
in reading the ninth chapter of John he 
met Christ. The “man that is called Jesus” 
of verse 11 became not only the “prophet” 
of verse 17, but “the Son of God” of verse 
35. “And he said, Lord, I believe. And 
he worshipped him.” 

“God was so merciful as to put the cross 
of grace on me and my family. The life 
that I disdained as dark and dreary became 
a life of joy and light.” He entered 
Kwansei Gakuin (University) Kobe, proved 
himself a brilliant scholar, married a Jap- 
anese lady who helped him in his studies, 
took postgraduate work in Edinburgh Uni- 
versity, and later came home not only to 
teach English but to preach Christ, which 
he is now doing to thousands. He writes, 
“I do love forever Jesus of. Nazareth, and 
have imperishable faith in his Gospel of 
the cross.” 


The really fruitful initiative in all forms 
of Christian philanthropy comes from evan- 
“gelical believers. The exponents of “a 
social Gospel” are those “who say and do 
not.” The late Professor Lindeboom was 
a leading evangelical Christian of Holland 
and opponent of de-Christianized theology. 
He was active in establishing the Sunday 
School Union and the Filippus Tract So- 
ciety of Holland. But this was not all. 
The Dutch Correspondent of Christianity 
Today says of him: “In his early years 
he was especially touched by the need of 
the mentally diseased, and founded the great 
Christian Insane Asylums Society, which 
has now five large hospitals and a scientific 
clinic incorporated in the Free University 
of Amsterdam.” 

Again. The late Edgar Tufts began a 
ministry of help at Banner Elk, N. C.,, 
while still a student in the Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. 
For twenty-five years he was a minister 
of the Gospel in that little place in the 
mountains,. and founded in that time the 
Lees-McRae Institute for Girls, the Plum- 
tree School for Boys, the Grandfather Or- 
phanage, the Grace Hospital, and the Lees- 
McRae Junior College. Since his death 
his son, Edgar H. Tufts, has been carry- 
ing on his work. Mr. Tufts began his 
educational work by gathering boys and 
girls into his own home. The next stage 
was a two-room school and a wooden 
dormitory for girls. The present state of 
the institution includes a beautiful fireproof 
building of native stone, a student body of 


277, mostly from mountain states, and a 
staff of 23 teachers. Bible study is com- 
pulsory, and the atmosphere is that of evan- 
gelical Christianity. The cost of school 
attendance is $180 a year, but the students 
also do most of the work about the place. 

Grace Hospital is today the largest 
strictly rural hospital in America, and a 
great blessing to the rural counties of 
Western North Carolina and Eastern Ten- 
nessee. It is housed in a stone building 
with sixty beds and has its own training 
school for nurses. It treats a thousand bed 
patients yearly at a cost of $1.72 per day! 
The Orphanage of the place provides a 
home for eighty-three fatherless children, 
and the local Presbyterian church, in which 
Mr. Tufts used to preach, is the living 
soul of the whole group of institutions. 
What a monument to his faith and con- 
secration and ability! Mr. Tufts was 
trained at Union Seminary, Richmond. 
Supposing he had been educated at Union 
Seminary, New York! Would this glori- 
ous group of institutions ever have come 
into being? 


A Real Mission in the Philippines.— 
The Manila Evangelistic Institute of the 
Association of Baptists for the Evangelism 
of the Far East has a two-year course for 
those wishing to become lay preachers, and 
a three-year course for the training of pas- 
tors, together with an evening school. and 
correspondence course. It is only in its 
fourth year, but sent out this year more 
graduates than any other school for Bible 
training in the Philippines. The Institute 
maintains six preaching places in Manila 
where the students evangelize, and they 
make most effective missionaries. 

Dr. Russell Bradley Jones, who left the 
University Baptist Church, close by Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore, to lead this 
school, and also to be pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Manila, contrasts condi- 
ticus in the two fields. “At home I used 
to beg and plead with students to accept 
Christ or even to consider his claims. Here 
the eagerness and responsiveness of stu- 
dents are a joy forever. In Manila are 
40,000 high school and college students, 
all of them English-speaking and coming 
from every corner of the Philippines. 
Preaching in English is regularly carried 
on in two places, — one near the University 
of the Philippines, the other not far from 
the National University. Evéry Sunday, 
almost without exception, from one to 
twenty-five accept the Lord Jesus as Sav- 
iour. In four years the First Baptist 
Church has grown from nothing to a mem- 
bership of five hundred.” 

Dr. Jones describes the wonderful two 
weeks of evangelism at the Bible booth in 
carnival time, “almost constant preaching 
in the open air to the passing throngs, 
workers mingling with the crowds, — giv- 
ing out tracts, doing personal evangelism, 
and selling Bibles.’ The mission ship, 
Fukuin Maru, now evangelizing in Palawan 
under Captain Scolfeld of this same Asso- 


ciation of Baptists, has recently been among 
the three hundred Sulu islands with their 
large Moro population. In Palawan prov- 
ince there are now ten trained pastors be- 
side the Gospel ship’s captain-pastor. 


Our own Professor Kyle was a pioneer 
in pointing out the Egyptian background 
to a large part of Genesis. Professor A. S. 
Yahuda of Heidelberg, in the London 
Daily Telegraph (August and September) 
has: worked out this vein even more con- 
clusively. He insists that Egyptian influ- 
ence in the Pentateuch is so pronounced 
that “the composition of these accounts 
becomes conceivable only at a time when 
the Hebrews lived in Egypt in closest con- 
tact with Egyptians.” 

If that is true, the entire criticism of 
the Old Testament as we know it is done 
for, and a new start, which recognizes the 
books of Moses as a product of the time 
and person of Moses, is called for. Genesis 
is, according to Professor Yahuda, “a 
superlative masterpiece of composition, the 
like of which one seeks im vain in Egyp- 
tian or Assyrio-Babylonian literature. .. . 
The composition of the story cannot be 
ascribed to different authors nor assigned 
to a later date than the Exodus.” In the 
contemporary Old Testament criticism Pro- 
fessor Yahuda sees only “confusion” and 
“arbitrary” method. 

Professor Yahuda’s work is somewhat 
like that of Garstang at Jericho, where a 
Liberal brings forward facts that corrobo- 
rate the Bible. For Yahuda’s general posi- 
tion is far from satisfactory to evangelicals, 
but his findings certainly refute the critics. 


Illustrations.—The first word of Gen- 
esis, bereshith, derived from the word rosh, 
“head,” is an exact adaptation of the Egyp- 
tian expression tepeyet (likewise formed 
from the Egyptian word tep, or “head’), 
which means “primeval times” before any- 
thing existed. This word tepeyet is par- 
ticularly typical of Egyptian creation texts. 
The real purpose of the first verse, then, 
is to serve as a title for the whole Crea- 
tian story. The story itself begins with 
the second verse. 

The word for God is Elohim (plural). 
This is peculiar to Hebrew and absent in 
all other Semitic languages. The inspired 
author of Genesis applied it to the one 
God, emphasizing, as he repeatedly did, 
that under Elohim the one God was to 
be understood exclusively. The phrase, 
“Jehovah he is Elohim,” is directed against 
those who conceived Elohim in its Egyp- 
tian sense as a plurality and was intended 
to emphasize the fact that the God Jehovah 
was one, 

The Flood narrative is full of Egypti- 
cisms. The ark is not designated by an 
Assyrio-Babylonian word for ship, but by 
the Egyptian loan word tebah. The word 
qginnim (Gen. 6:14) does not mean rooms, 
but refers to the papyrus fiber employed 
for stopping the joints between the planks 
of river boats in Egypt. “Fibre-tight shalt 
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thou make the Ark.” In this same verse 
the ark was to have a gohar, or window. 
The word does not refer to an ordinary 
window but to a kind of skylight such as 
one sees in Egyptian temples and houses. 
It was to be fixed up high (Gen. 6: 16, 
“above”) that is, beneath the roof where 
no water could penetrate. 

In the story of Babel the word for tower 
is not Babylonian, but the Canaanite word 
migdal used in Egypt, especially at the time 
of Israel’s residence there. In Genesis 11: 
3 it is explained that in the building of 
the tower brick and not stone was used, 
and bitumen instead of mortar. This ex- 
planation could have been intended only for 
those who were unaccustomed to the use 
of bricks and bitumen in monumental con- 
structions, 

Professor Yahuda’s epoch-making work 
will soon be published in English by the 
Oxford Press, 


The Appraisal Report Once More.— 
Dr. C. T. Loram, a South African now 
connected with Yale University, in an ad- 
dress at Dwight Hall Chapel, affirmed first 
that Anglo-Saxons always have had a 
deep-rooted distrust of intelligence, —cer- 
tainly a sweeping generalization. Then he 
went on to assert the need of more intelli- 
gence, in missions. “We have relied too 
much on goodness and devotion. . . . Too 
often in Africa we have disregarded en- 
tirely the religious beliefs of the ‘heathen.’ 
We have frowned upon ritual expression 
through dancing, initiations, and other 
ceremonies to which the people are accus- 
tomed. . . . How easy to be more intelli- 
gent in these matters, to allow moderate 
drinking and dancing as do the Roman 
Catholics, to allow the converted polyg- 
amist to retain plural wives and to Chris- 
tianize the initiation ceremonies as Bishop 
Lucas has done. . . . Let us believe that 
God may not have. left himself without 
witnesses even in darkest Africa. If we 
deplore the superficiality of much of the 
Christianity of our converts, may it not 
be that: we are to blame for. having failed 
to regard Christianity as the fulfillment of 
the African religion?” 

It need: hardly be said that Dr. Loram 
in this address was commending and ap- 
plying the teaching of the Rockefeller- 
Hocking report. It is not necessary to do 
more than explain that African initiation 
ceremonies are the synonym for all that 
is vile, and that African beer drinking is 
the accompaniment of African orgies. In 
the last annual report of the Church of 
Scotland a missionary in Chasefu, Rho- 
desia, tells of the remarkable growth of 
the church, and adds, “the (native) elders 
are combatting the evils of beer drinking 
and the degrading Nkuli dance.” Should 
these sturdy Christians, delivered from 
heathenism, “rethink” their opinions of beer 
dances and attempt to Christianize them? 

Rockefeller money now makes the Ap- 
praisal Commission’s Report available to 
students in a 25-cent paper edition, and to 
missionaries either free or at a greatly 
reduced price. It is being translated into 
Chinese; also exploited in church groups, 
educational institutions, and theological 
seminaries. Dr. Blair of Pyeng Yang, 
Korea, writes: “The thing that has hurt 
us most out here is the releasing of the 
radical sections of the Report to foreign 
language newspapers in the Far East. One 
would ‘hate’to say that this was done with 
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intention of discrediting missionaries . in” 
the eyes of governments and the general 
public of Eastern countries, but that has 
been the natural result.” 


The Christian Conscience Condemns 
Dr. Loram’s Theories.—In “God’s Candle 
Lights” Miss Mable Shaw, a missionary 
teacher of the London Missionary Society 
in Tanganyika, relates her experience with 
the initiation ceremonies. “I waited eight 
years, knowing that all the little girls of 
a certain age went out into the forest into 
the shade of a tree known for its fertility. 
There they did, as was the custom of their 
tribe, certain things in preparation for 
marriage, things that might be harmful 
physically, but worse than that were de- 
structive of all clean, sweet thoughts, — 
actions that centered the child’s thoughts 
on sex, The day came at last when they 
came to me, and after a long silence began 
to tell me of these customs. 

““Why have you come to tell me this?’ 
I asked. 

“Because we are not sure, 
things necessary? 
bear children?’ 

“IT asked what had made them question 
me at all, 

“Tt is this way. When we go to the 
river to play or into the forest for fire- 
wood we feel we are in the light of 
Christ’s presence, but when we go into 
the shade of that tree we leave him and 
go into the dark and shame. Our thoughts 
and words are shameful.’ ” 

“Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate...andI... will bea 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” 
(a Gor: G2:37;, 18). 


A Message from Alfred De Roos in 
Mexico.—“Greetings from the Taraz- 
can country! We are here for ten days 
to hold a tiny Bible institute for new con- 
verts. Earnest groups meet in the morning 
for Bible study, many of the members of 
which do not read. Then comes the prayer 
hour in the afternoon, and the popular 
preaching meeting at night. Last Sunday 
night we had representatives from at least 
six Indian villages, and the Word went 
home with power. 

“Some are wrapped in ragged serapes, 
others without even this protection against 
the cold. They are strangers to soap and 
razor. The women nearly all bear a tiny 
infant in the folds of their reboso (‘shawl’). 
‘Not many mighty, not many noble.’ 

“Can these dry bones live? Let’s look 
about. Cenovia with shining face is the 
first Tarazcan woman to give up all and 
go among her people to preach the Gospel. 
Over there sits Pedro, sixteen years old, 
who told his parents he had to follow the 
Lord whatever the consequences. Next to 
him Luis, a carpenter who preaches week- 
ends in the surrounding villages. Then 
Chonita, once servant in a convent, con- 
verted two years ago; beside her her once 
drunken, now praying, husband. Then that 
man, humanly speaking, the limit, not quite 
two inches of forehead, one eye blurred, the 
other half-shut! He has started preaching 
in a near-by village. 

“This morning an old Tarazcan woman 
left her comal, ‘flat oven,’ where she was 
baking fortillas, and addressing me as su 
merced, ‘your excellence,’ said, ‘Forgive me 
for not testifying the other night. I am 
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old and ignorant, but have opened my heart 
to Jesus, and am praying for the flame of 
divine love.” 


Good News from China.—Mr. Donni- 
thorne of the Church Missionary Society 
reports concerning a Chinese regiment in 
Hanchow: . “By the express request. of 
the colonel all the 1,200 men of his regi- 
ment are taught by us every week. Each 
company of 400 men is assembled in turn. 
Those able to read have Gospels in their 
hands, and with these as textbooks the 
story of redemption is taught them. There 
are other meetings for the officers, The 
colonel bought a supply of Bibles to be kept 
in his orderly room for use in the officers’ 
meetings. Many officers and men have 
their own small cloth-covered Testaments 
which they keep in their tunic pockets. 
A colporteur is to be attached to the head- 
quarters’ staff as Army Scripture Reader.” 
He will go from barrack to barrack to help 
the men to read and understand. 

The wife of President Chiang Kai Shek 
is an earnest Christian, and recently asked 
a group of missionaries to preag!: in the 
government military hospital. “I want 
them to learn to know the joy of salvation,” 
she said. So evangelistic meetings have 
been held in three military hospitals, hun- 
dreds of officers and soldiers gathering in 
the largest hall. For those who could not. 
leave their beds Mrs. Chiang asked for per- 
sonal visitation that “they might learn of 
Him who suffered more than they.” 

Mrs, Dryer of the China Inland Mission, 
Cheefoo (Shantung), writes that the work 
is spreading steadily, and that the Holy 
Spirit is wonderfully active in the hearts 
of men and women. “A band of four gifted 
and consecrated young Chinese visited 
Cheefoo and spoke to crowded audiences 
in different centers three or more times 
a day. The contrast to former years im- 
pressed me. Formerly the burden rested 
largely on the missionary, and it was hard 
work to look after. everything. During 
these meetings foreigners were not in evi- 
dence excepting as a part of the audience. 
In the early days it was difficult to get any- 
think like music out of the audience. Now, 
during these meetings a chorus would be 
started, and instantly the whole congrega- 
tion would take it up, quite a few singing 
in parts, and the building would ring with 
praise to God. Chinese girls presided at 
the organ. One marveled at the simple 
yet effective way these men constantly ap- 
plied the Scriptures to the everyday life of 
their hearers, and how the Holy Spirit 
used the applications.” 


Nazis of Sweden are circulating a pam+ 
phlet entitled “Christ Was Not a Jew.” 
This points out that the present Jewish 
holiday, The Feast of Purim, is a glori- 
fication of a Jewish pogrom in which 75,- 
ooo Persians perished. It insists that the 
Jews were a reigning minority in the Pal- 
estine of Christ’s time, the Temple being 
the Jewish bank. But the oppressed peas- 
antry, especially of Galilee, were Aryan. 
“Christ is the son of the entire Aryan 
race, bearer of the divine Aryan idea, the 
Messiah, the great emancipator of the 
Aryan peoples. Therefore the Jews mur- 
dered him, but his spirit they could not kill. 
National Socialism is the utterance of eter- 
nal Christianity, and Hitler is the Luther 
of the new Aryan Reformation,” and so on, 


Mippiesury, VT. 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 4. PUTTING GOD'S KINGDOM FIRST 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 6: 1-34; printed text: 19-32 
Golden Text.—Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.— Matt. 6: 33 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 6: 19-33 


Kinc JaMres VERSION 


Matt. 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal : 

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
nor steal: 

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 

23. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of dark- 
ness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great 
is that darkness ! 

24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the y 
than raiment? 

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better than they? 

27 _— of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature 

28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 

29 And yet I say unto you,. That even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to 
day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? 

1 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 

3 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
wel all these things shall be added unto you. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, 
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves ‘break through 
and steal: 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not 1 break 
through nor steal: 21 for where thy treasure is, there will thy 
heart be also. 22 The lamp of the body is the eye: if therefore 
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 23 But 
if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is the 
darkness! 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will liold to one, and 


_ despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 25 There- 


fore I say unto you, Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on. Is not the life more than the food, and the body than the 
raiment? 26 Behold the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; and your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are not ye of much more value than they? 
27 And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit unto ? the 
measure of his life? 28 And why are ye anxious concerning rai- 
ment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil 
not, neither do they spin: 29 yet I say unto you, that even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God 
doth so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow 
is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith? 31 Be not therefore anxious, saying, What shall we 
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
32. For after all these things do the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek 
ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 


1Gr., dig through. * Or, his stature. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR study of the Sermon on the 

Mount should bring revival in the 

Sunday-schools, as it did in a re- 
markable meeting in Russia some years 
ago. An evangelist had come from a 
meeting in Germany where there was a 
great moving of the Spirit of God among 
Christians, and salvation among sinners. 
But in a city in Russia where he preached 
the same messages on grace and faith, there 
was dullness, and a gradual falling off in 
numbers attending the meetings. In great 
concern the preacher came to God for 
guidance, and the Spirit seemed clearly 
to direct him to the Sermon on the Mount. 
He began preaching from Matthew 5, 6, 
and 7, and the effect was electric. Live 
interest took the place of listlessness, and 
in a few days Christians were weeping and 
confessing their sins, and a true revival 
broke out. In the city in Germany, the 
Christians were laying emphasis on the 
ethics of Christianity, but were strangers 
to the real message of grace. In the city 
in Russia they had been brought up on 
messages of grace, but had not faced God’s 
standards of righteousness, Conviction of 
sin must precede any true revival among 
Christians. As we face Christ’s standards 
on seeking first his Kingdom, there may 
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well be conviction of sin, and a new con- 
viction of the reality of the unseen world. 


The Historical Setting 

We have judged that the Sermon on 
the Mount was delivered just after the 
choosing of the twelve, probably in the 
late spring of A. D. 28, about six months 
after the beginning of the Galilean min- 
istry (Luke 6: 12-20). 


Verse by Verse 

Matthew 6:19—Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures upon earth. Literally, “Do 
not treasure up treasures.” This does not 
forbid making money or saving, but it 
does forbid laying it up for ourselves, or 
laying it up as treasure. “Treasure” here 
is not limited to worldly goods, but any 
earthly pleasure or honor that we set our 
affections upon. Where moth and rust 
doth corrupt. An important part of the 
wealth of the Orient is in beautiful gar- 
ments. But the expression is a striking 
figure to show the shadowy and temporary 
character of all earthly wealth. “Rust” is 
rather anything that wears away, and “cor- 
rupt” is rather “consume.” Where thieves 
break through and steal. Literally, “dig 
through,” as they would in the clay houses 
(Job 24: 16). 

Verse 21.—There will your heart be also. 
“Heart,” in the Bible usage, is not a figure 
for the affections only, but of the whole 
inner being, including the thought life and 
the purposes (Matt. 12:35; 13:15; 15: 
19; Luke 9:47; Prov. 4:23; 23:7). 


Verses 22 and 23.—The light of the body 
is the eye. The meaning of the parable- 
simile in these verses on the single eye 
and the evil eye will be clear if we note 
that “the evil eye” is uniformly used 
throughout Scripture as a symbol of covet- 
ousness. The following passages make this 
very clear: Deuteronomy 15:9; Proverbs 
23: 1-7; 28:22; Ecclesiastes 1:8; 4:8; 
Matthew 20:15. “The lust of the eyes” is 
covetousness, which is also idolatry, putting 
something else in place of God (1 John 
2:16). The “single eye” is the opposite 
of the evil eye, and expresses single-hearted 
devotion to God as the object of desire; 
this is the “bountiful eye” (Prov. 22:9) 
of the “good” or generous man (Matt. 20: 
15), and is akin to the “pure in heart” who 
see God (Matt. 5:8), whose eyes are en- 
lightened (Psa. 19:8). So the choice is 
between idolatry, worshiping Satan (Matt. 
4:8-10), and an eye single to God’s glory 
—the “singleness and the chastity that is 
toward Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). If the 
heart that should be set on God’s treasures 
is fastened to earth, how deep is the spir- 
itual darkness. 


Verse 24.—No man can serve two mas- 
ters. No man can be owned by two mas- 
ters who are utterly different and oppesed 
to one another. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon. “Mammon is the Aramaic word 
for “riches,” not the name of a god, but 
here personified as a god. 

Verse 25.—Take no thought for your life. 
Be not “anxious” about food, drink, cloth- 
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Lesson for February 4 


ing. We are to take thought, but not in 
the old English use of this word “thought.” 

Verse 26—Your heavenly Father feed- 
eth them. The birds, then, live by the 
personal, direct care of the Father not by 
impersonal law (Psa. 104: 27; 145: 15, 16; 
136: 25). It is not their heavenly Father 
but yours. 

Verse 27.—W hich of you... can add one 
cubit unto his stature? Probably meaning 
to the length of life, since Luke emphasizes 
that this is mentioned as a very little thing 
(Luke 12:25, 26; Psa. 39:5; Job 9:25). 

Verse 29.—Even Solomon in all his glory. 
Not referring to his clothing only, but to 
all his magnificence (2 Chron. 1:12; 9: 
15-28). Not arrayed like one of these. 
Here is God’s estimate of the supreme ex- 
pression of earthly glory —less than his 
most transitory creation. 


Verse 30.—The grass of the field... 
cast into the oven. The wild flowers were 
cut down with the grass and the weeds, 
and were used as fuel in the bake ovens. 

Verse 33.—But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God. This does not mean to. seek the 
Kingdom first and the material things next, 
but make our primary and only concern 
the seeking of the Kingdom. All these 
things shall be added unto you. Our God 
shall supply all the need of those who put 
him first (Phil. 4: 18, 19). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Earthly treasures are transitory, tem- 
porary, uncertain, unreal, and unsatisfying, 
and they are not our own. Heavenly 
treasures are real, eternal, sure, satisfy- 
ing, and they are our very own (Luke 
16:12). This is one of the many tre- 
mendous truths of the Sermon on the 
Mount that cuts square across the views 
of men. They count spiritual treasures 
unreal, shadowy, future, and uncertain, 
while the cold cash of present possessions 
is counted as the real and substantial 
wealth. But this is the impracticable view. 
The children of the world seek satisfac- 
tion in the things that are seen, and — miss 
it. To them belong -“the care of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches.” 
The children of the Kingdom, aléng with 
the satisfying of the heart’s deepest long- 
ings in their fellowship with God, have 
a guarantee of the peace that passes un- 
derstanding with regard to earthly needs. 
Those who lay up treasures on earth are 
slaves of the god of this age. Those who 
seek first God’s Kingdom find Christ Jesus 
himself, and with him all things, for in 
him are hid all treasures, — unsearchable 
riches (Rom. 8:32; Col. 2:3; Eph..3:8). 
Lesson Outlines 

Puttinc Gop First 

1. In Spiritual Service: Giving and 
serving (Matt. 6:1-4). Prayer (6:5- 
15). Fasting (6: 16-18). 

2. In Earthly Possessions: Laying up 
treasure (6:19-24). Freedom from 
anxiety (6: 25-34). 
Tue Great CHOICES 

1. Two Treasures: 
heavenly. 

2. Two Present Rewards: An unsatis- 
fied heart (cares of the world and de- 
ceitfulness of riches) ; care-free content- 
ment. 

3- Two Future Rewards: Eternal loss 
and eternal gain. 


Earthly and 


a 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
5. February 4—Putting God’s Kingdom 
PRONE: cus vavaveparcedescces Matthew 6: 1-34 
6. February 11.—Timely Warnings (Tem- 
perance Lesson) .......... Matthew 7: 1-29 
7. February 18.—Jesus’ Power to Help 
Matthew 8:1 to 9:34 
8. February 25.—The Twelve Sent Forth 


Matthew 9: 35 to11:1 
9. March 4.—Jesus’ Testimony Concerning 
PS eT Matthew 11:2 to 12:50 


10. March 11.—Parables of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13 : 1-52 
11. March 18—Jesus Responds to Faith 
Matthew 13: 53 to 16:12 
12. March 25.—Review. 


Second Quarter 
1. April 1.—Confessing and Following 
GEOL Wc0 i dave eet eeek Matt. 16: 13 to 17:27 


Or, 
The Risen Christ (Easter Lesson). John 20; 1-16 
2. April 8.—The Child and the Kingdom. 

Matt. 18 : 1-14; 19 : 13-15 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Lord’s Prayer. In this marvelous 
prayer our Lord has set forth the great 
principles of all prayer, except that it 
does not yet directly teach the prayer in 
his Name, as his disciples learned to do 
after his resurrection (John 16:23, 24). 
We come with complete assurance of son- 
ship: “Our Father,” and also with the 
sense of our oneness with other Christians, 
“Our Father.” Then we bow down and 
worship, first bringing not our requests 
but our adoration. It is Thy Name, Thy 
Kingdom, Thy will. This is seeking first 
his Kingdom. Then comes the request for 
our daily bread, or rather our essential 
bread, including all we need for body and 
for spirit. Then we come for forgiveness, 
with its startling qualification “as we for- 
give our debtors,” which many a Chris- 
tian has omitted in praying the prayer. 
Some have judged this not to be a prayer 
for Christians, because we are to forgive 
because God has already forgiven us (Eph. 
4:32). But this is a prayer for children 
of God who have already been forgiven 
through the blood of Christ. And it is 
an absolute condition of effective prayer 
that we forgive others, “An unforgiving 
spirit is an unforgiven spirit” (Mark 11: 
25, 26; Matt. 18:35). “Lead us not into 
temptation” is the petition our Lord told 
his disciples to pray when he said, “Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion,” that is, into temptation that will lead 
to sin. Then finally, “Deliver us from the 
evil one,” assurance of complete victory. 

Note the remarkable parallel between 
this prayer and the Twenty-third Psalm: 
the green pastures and still waters: daily 
bread; restores our souls: forgiveness; 
guides in paths of righteousness: lead not 
into temptation; fear no evil, table in pres- 
ence of enemies: deliver us from evil. 


Fasting. Many of those who live near- 
est to God make frequent use of fasting 
as did the saints of other days. There 
is no virtue in fasting, in itself, and it 
should not be done as a penance nor as 
a thing that gains merit. But to give one- 
self to prayer for some urgent need, or for 
special communion with God, there is gain 
in turning from the ordinary enjoyments 
of eating and drinking, providing the fast 
does not attract attention to the physical 
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needs. A_ partial fast, 
often useful. 


Parables of Stewardship. The greatest 
commentary on our Lord’s message about 
laying up treasures in Heaven is his own 
parables on stewardship: The Rich Fool 
(Luke 12:13-48), The Worldly-Wise 
Steward (Luke 16: 1-18), The Rich Man 
and Lazarus (Luke 16: 14-31); and in his 
parables on Service: The Unprofitable 
Servant (Luke 17: 1-10), The Laborers in 
the Vineyard (Matt. 19: 23 to 20: 16), The 
Talents (Matt. 25: 14-30), and The Pounds 
(Luke 19: 11-27). (These Parables, to- 
gether with two prayer parables, are fully 
discussed in the second series of “Study- 
ing Our Lord’s Parables,” which may be 
had from Columbia Bible College, Colum- 
bia, S. C., at 25 cents.) 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Surrender completely to Christ. To seek 
first the Kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness means to make Christ the Lord of 
the life, 2 

“In nothing be anxious” (Phil. 4:6). 
He meets all material needs, and he cares 
for all spiritual need. He who is guarding 
the treasure is guarding the heart that is 
with the treasure. 

Put God first in prayer. Our prayer life 
is an index as to whether we are seeking 
his Kingdom first. Begin the day in prayer 
with God, and continue it in prayer. 

Put God first in business. When we 
seek first his Kingdom, there will be no 
dishonesty in business, no selling of any- 
thing that would dishonor God or displease 
our Saviour, no giving of time and money 
to business that should go to God. 

Put God first in using money. We are 
stewards, and are to use all our money 
with recognition that it is the Lord’s, 

Put God first in the Lord’s Day. The 
disregard of the Lord’s Day is one of the 
outstanding evidences of seeking first the 
things of this world. 

Put God first in Christian service. 
often is self put first! 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Where is your heart? where do its 
thoughts turn when free to roam? where 
do its affections rest when free to choose? 

The foolish man seeks money: ,he is a 
lover of Mammon; the wise man seeks 
souls: he is a lover of men. 

The righteousness of the Kingdom played 
havoc with the religion of the Pharisees. 

To consider Jesus in his earthly life is 
to learn how to lay up treasure in Heaven. 

It takes the single eye ta see the un- 
seen eternal things. 

The evil eye always looks out for Num- 
ber One! 

God gives us grace and power; then he 
rewards us for living by grace and making 
use of the power. 

The Owner of the universe underwrites 
all the material necessities of his children. 

One lesson of the Depression for Chris- 
tians should be to turn so-called “securities” 
of earth into the eternal securities of 
Heaven. 

Every one who seeks first the Kingdom 
of God will put foreign missions in the cen- 
ter of his thoughts and prayers and giving. 

Cotumsta, S. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each w But readers are 
urged not to,send anything without first secur- 
ing and .reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for:the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly “having to be rejected oY the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times ‘three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson, 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
s on lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Why He Had to Go.—For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also 
(Matt. 6:21). A little boy had become 
interested in missions in China and was 
most industrious in working and saving for 
his medical missionary. Being told it was 
too snowy for him to go to the missionary 
meeting he was very disappointed. But 
after a time he went to his mother fully 
dressed for going out. “I must go, Mother, 
and I have telephoned for a taxi which I 
will pay with my pocket money; it’s only 
business, you see, for I am a shareholder.” 
—From “Dr. Duncan Main, China,” by K. 
De Gruche. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Following Our Possessions.—For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also (v. 21). ‘Some one has said that if 
you see a man’s goods and furniture come 
down by freight you may rest assured -he 
will follow on the next passenger train; 
at least it will not be long after. He is 
sure to follow his possessions.—From D. L. 
Moody. Sent by: Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Like Some Religious Lanterns.—If 
therefore the light that is in thee be dark- 
ness, how great is that darkness! (v. 23.) 
One night a motorist was run down by a 
train at a grade crossing. The old signal 
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man in charge of the crossing had to ap- 
pear in court. After a severe cross-exam- 
ination, he was still unshaken. He said 
he had waved his lantern frantically, but 
all to no avail. The following day the 
superintendent of the line called him into 
his office. “You did wonderfully well yes- 
terday, Tom,” he said. “I was afraid at 
first that you might waver.” “No, sir,” 
replied Tom, “but I was afraid that old 
lawyer was going to ask me whether or 
not my lantern was lit!’—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


The Bat’s Mistake.—No man can serve 
two masters (v. 24). A®sop speaks in one 
of his fables about a time when the beasts 
and the fowl were engaged in war. The 
bat tried to belong to both parties. When 
the birds were victorious, he would wing 
around telling that he was a bird; when the 
beasts won a fight, he would walk around 
them assuring that he was a beast. But 
soon his hypocrisy was discovered and he 
was rejected by both the beasts and the 
birds. He had to hide himself, and now 
only by night can he appear openly. One 
is our Master, even Christ. Serve Him! 
—Sent by F, Heldner, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Something Else Jacob Had.—Shall he 
not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith? (v. 30.) The Rev. Moses Brown had 
twelve children. Some one said to him: 
“You have just as many children as Jacob 
had.” He replied, “Yes, and I have Jacob’s 
God who cares for them all.” In these 
hard times it is a blessed privilege that 
we may confide our cares to the God of 


our fathers—From The Expositor. Sent 
by Mamie D. Smith, Petersburg, Va. 
“Claim Everything!”—These things 


shall be added unto you (Golden Text). A 
distinguished American politician in a 
heated campaign is said to have telegraphed 
to his friends, “Claim everything.” That, 
in a much profounder sense, is precisely 
the summons that Christianity makes on 
life. All things are yours—if you are 














The Golden Text in Song 





Matthew 6 : 33 


Seek ye first the 





king-dom of God, and his right-eous - ness; and 
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things shail be add-ed un-to you; and all these things shall be add-ed un-to you. 
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Christ’s, as Christ is God’s—From “Morn- 
ings in a College Chapel.” Sent by Mrs. M. * 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School mes staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith, Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT is the meaning of the word 
“single” in Matthew 6: 22? 
_ 2. What parable of our Lord’s shows the 
importance of his exhortation here to “take 
no thought” —“be not anxious” (A. R. V.) 
— “for your life”? 

3- Does the statement “All these things 
shall be added unto you” mean “All that one 
might desire’ ? 

4. What, in a word, is the cure for anxiety ? 

5. What echoes from this sermon of our 
Lord’s can you find in the Book of James? , 

6. What reason does our Lord give for 
not using vain repetitions in prayer? 

7. What are some of the vital problems in 
everyday life today treated in the Sermon on 
the Mount, showing the practical character 
of this Sermon? 


_8. What other teachings of our Lord espe- 
cially set forth the truth concerning laying 
up treasure in Heaven and laying up treas- 
ure on earth? 


_ 9. Can you mention a verse in Paul’s writ- 
ings in which he contrasts the temporal with 
the eternal things? 


10. Did Christ intend the Lord’s Prayer 
to be used in public meetings? Should the 
Lord’s Prayer be used by Christians today ? 


el 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Even a Cold-Blooded Banker.—lWW here 
your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also (Matt. 6: 21).In our part of Pennsyl- 
vania are some fine men from whom I have 
solicited contributions to our Y. M. C. A. 
work, I am not so much interested in 
their checks as I am in having them iden- 
tified with our Y. M. C. A. objectives, and 
become a part of our organization. Their 
heart is likely to be in some measure where 
they put their “treasure” (Prov. 13:7, 8; 
1 Tim. 6: 17-19). : 

Here is how it works out in cold, very 
cold business. Our Y. M. C. A. is a $500,¢ 
000 plant with 2,300 membership. We have 
a bonded debt of about one-third this 
amount. I am the treasurer of an organ- 
ization that held some of these Y. M. C. A. 
bonds. I had to borrow money. I offered 
the Y. M. C. A. bonds with other collateral. 
Banks don’t like religious loans. But when 
I told the Philadelphia bank who the men 
were that supported the Coatesville Y. M. 
C. A. the bonds were all right. Even a 
cold-blooded banker knew that. where a 
man that had it put his money, his heart 
was likely to be. 


The. Naturalist.—Behold the fowls of 
the air . . . Consider the lilies of the field 
(vs. 26, 28). Did you know the Lord Jesus 
himself was a practical every-day-in-touch- 
with-the-world teacher? 

“Look at the birds!” he cries. 


“Oh! 



































Lesson for February 4 


don’t. you see the flowers?” And do you? 
Do you get the lessons the Master says 
they teach? Does the great out-of-doors 
talk to you and thrill you? (Psa. 8: 3-9.) 
Listen now to what I am asking: Do you 
know a single blue, unhappy, despairing 
bird lover? Do you know a miserable, 
fault-finding, uncomfortable flower lover? 
Have you ever known a long faced, com- 
plaining, oh-dear-me-what-are-we-going-to- 
do naturalist? 

As you come along the Parkway in 
Philadelphia at Nineteenth Street you will 
see the bronze statue of Dr. Joseph Leidy, 
one of the world’s greatest naturalists. I 
started out to be a naturalist with him. 
With him I tramped the hills and meadows 
for minerals and bugs, and with net chased 
the insects that took to the air. 

Old Doctor Leidy was the biggest boy 
in the crowd (he was not really old at all, 
but } ere sixteen). His laugh the loud- 
est. y bug collection was mother’s de- 
spair at house-cleaning, and as my bug 
collecting activities slowed down she threw 
them all away. A woman instinctively 
hates bugs, dead or alive! 

When the naturalist or near naturalist 
sees how God provides for birds and plants 
and insect life, sees how God paints the 
rose and organizes the ants and bees into 
communities, any atheism that may knock 
at his door never gets in. 

In this wonderful sermon the Lord Jesus 
is telling us plain everyday bread winners 


who are not scientists that if our heavenly 


Father cares for birds and flowers we need 
not worry. But do you worry? 


The Proof.—But seek ye first the king- 
dom of God ... and all these things shall 
be added unto you (v. 33). What things? 
What shall we eat? What shall we drink? 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? Our 
living. In my Sunday-school activities, 
when I can get an individual or a family 
to move into the Kingdom of God the other 
“things” sooner or later begin coming along 
and arriving. Or, as the text has, are 


“added.” 


“Oh, that is easy enough for old Uncle 
Billy to say,” says the hard-boited one on 
the back row. “Yes, Reddy, but I happen 
to have the exhibits,” as the lawyers say. 
You see, I have had Rock Run Mission 
Sunday School since 1893, and it is no big- 
ger today than it was then. My success 
in getting my people into the Kingdom of 
God is my undoing. You see, the boys and 
girls of my faithful families, “turn out 
well.” Get good jobs. The “things” are 
“added,” the family prospers. 

Then the whole caboodle of them pack 
up and move down to Coatesville. In 
Coatesville they have gas for cooking, hot 
and cold water on tap, a better bath room 
than a woodshed and a wash tub. These 
are just a few of the emphatic “things” that 
are “added.” 

I can assure you the hot and cold water 
and the bath room are no small things to 
the man who spends the day in the grease 
and grime of a stéel mill. And, by the 
way, you ought to see these down-town 
homes of the Christian mill man. They 
have everything in them to be had. Re- 
productions of good furniture, tasteful rugs, 
good prints on the wall, electric refrigera- 
tor, radio, piano, car out in the garage. 

Yes, old Rock Run boys who a few 
years ago when they came there as “kids” 
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with their. widowed mother because houses 
were cheap, often did not know where the 
winter clothes were to come from. But 
God knew and provided according to 
promise. 

Many of the leading citizens of Coates- 
ville are. Rock Run graduates, living wit- 
nesses of the truth of the text that heads 
this paragraph. If any one still doubts, 
Coatesville is on the Lincoln Highway forty 
miles west of Philadelphia, and the ex- 
hibits are spread all up and down the hill- 


.side avenues, all up and down Main Street, 


and can be seen by the mere pushing of 
the button by the front door. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


V. If the King is the first and only 
Master: 


Follows: (1) treasure in Heaven; 
(2) freedom from all anxiety; 
(3) provision for all needs; 
(4) daily deliverance from care. 











yo class of girls may be of that 
rare type who have not yet known any 
of the fret and worry of this depression 
decade — rare even among the young today, 
most of whom are having to share the 
general world-wide state of things material. 
If so, this lesson will sound like mere the- 
ory to their young ears and hearts, per- 
haps; but oh, what words of strength and 
comfort are here for those of any age to 
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whom anxiety, burden, and care are daily 
companions, almost beyond the bearing — 
unless the secret of our Lord’s words in 
this part of this “sermon” has become the 
living truth of the heart! 

Begin with the climax verse: “But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). Ask your 
girls what stands before that introductory 
“But,” and what are “these things” that 
are promised upon this condition of put- 
ting the King and his Kingdom first? The 
first reading of our lesson passage will 
reveal that in this section of his “sermon 
on the mount” the King is teaching men 
how to be freed from those universal wor- 
ries about food and drink and clothes, the 
material necessities of this life. Yes, they 
are necessities and must be thought about 
— but, where? when? how? What is their 
right relation to other necessities? How 
can men be delivered from worry about 
them? Aren’t they just part of the in- 
escapable burden of life for all—-for the 
poor, most of all? For even those who 
“have money are troubled about it,” if in 
a different way those who “have none 
but are troubled without it,” as an old 
rhyme says. 

Well, the King’s answer to these ques- 
tions of all ages is summed up in those 
climax words of his (quoted above) — that 
if men will put God first, all other needs 
will be met and kept in their right places. 
But, he also said a plain word about mak- 
ing God the only Master, so take your 
girls back to those words about the “single” 
eye. If the “treasure” is laid up there 
the heart will be anchored there. Worship 
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t»:| “Beye free from the love of money; . . . for Himself hath said, I will in no 
575i] wise fail thee, neither will | in any wise forsake thee.” 





Hebrews 13:5, ARV. 
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and service follow the heart, so God will 
be served, not the “mammon” of earthly 
possessions, if the heart’s treasure is fixed 
upon God. 

The only “anxiety” (note Revised Ver: 
sion) such a lover of God and his King- 
dom need: know is for that Kingdom—a 
deep concern to be of service therein — for 
all other needful things are promised by 
the King himself, if we meet this condi- 
tion, Not all wished-for things, but need- 
ful things, you note, 

And, since these are made as sure as the 
word of the King himself, there is daily 
deliverance from anxiety over the morrow 
—a day at a time is all the King’s own 
need concern themselves about. Golden 
assurances, if we “seek first the kingdom 
of God” —no others can claim them! 


Home Study 
Again you must use this week’s oppor- 
tunity to memorize these most precious 
words: Matthew 6: 19-34, if possible, — 
at least verses 25-34. How constantly you 
will need them! 


Decatur, Ga. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories® 








Purrine Gon? KINGDOM FIRST 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Shortest way. 


Discussion: Ways, short and long, to 
things desired. 


Objective: The Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. 











AY, fellows, when a fellow is taking a 

long trip and all unexpectedly dis- 
covers a shorter and better way it is a 
happy surprise. It happened to me this 
very week, I was driving in the night, 
alone. Had 130 miles to go, after nine- 
o'clock, On reaching an all-night filling 
station, I was informed that five miles 
farther on I would come to a new high- 
way, just opened to the public that day, 
which would save me forty miles; more- 
over, it was straight and smooth. The 
route I had charted on the road map was 
not only roundabout, but much of it worn 
out macadam and rather uncomfortable 
traveling. I had driven it before and was 
rather dreading it. Now here was a new 
and much better way—direct and satis- 
factory. 

But, fellows, I hesitated. What if that 
fellow at the filling station should be mis- 
taken? It was a very dark night; no moon, 
cloudy, and no stars; and the markers, he 
said, had not yet been put up; but I would 
recognize its beginning, just five miles 
farther on, a fine broad pavement road 
turning to the right. I decided to trust 
him; so when I reached the fork and saw 
the new road branching off, I took it. 
And, believe me, I was abundantly repaid 
for the venture. It proved to be the long- 
est straight stretch of perfect highway in 
North Carolina —just finished. My trip 
was at least one hour shorter and vastly 
more comfortable. 

It tickles us to find a shorter, smoother, 
and better way. 

Now here comes, in this wonderful Ser- 
mon on the Mount, some information which 


leads into a similar happy surprise and- 


satisfaction to the Life-traveler — only on 
a very greatly magnified scale. You and 
I are on a life journey, and each day forms 
a part of it; the months and the years 
mark the milestones. We are seeking sat- 
isfactions. Some are necessities and some 
are just for the fun of it. We need food, 
clothing, and a place to sleep; those are 
bare necessities. We need education, train- 
ing for some sort of work and earning 
capacity; those are necessary, too. We 
want music and art; we want sport and 
playtime; we want friends and influence; 
we want skill and achievement; we would 
like wealth and fame and power. All of 
these are reasonable desires — even the last 
three items when properly defined. 

But many fellows are seeking these 
things by the longest and hardest way — 
the selfish, self-guided, self-willed way, in- 
stead of the God-guided way. The Lord 
Jesus Christ tells you in this Sermon on 
the Mount the true, the direct way; the 
Lord Jesus who is the perfect Guide, who 
himself is “the way, the truth, and the 
life.” He says, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you.” 
He says, “Be not over anxious about what 


you shall eat or what you shall drink or. 
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what you shall wear.” People worry and, 
fume and fret over the life-road because 
they cannot see ahead; Any road you take, 
you can see only a little way ahead. It is 
as though you traveled in the night. But 
when you take the Kingdom Road, you 
see the Lord Jesus Christ all the way, 
and he is sufficient. You are all right 
with him, for he leads you safely, surely, 
and directly over the best and happiest 
highway. Yes, and you will be rich, and 
you will have power. The riches that are 
in Christ Jesus will be yours and the very 
power of God will be in you. Mr. Dwight 
L. Moody had all that. He sought the 
Kingdom of God first. 

“They that seek the Lord shall not want 
any good thing” (Psa. 34:10). 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Matertats: A loaf of bread, a small 
bottle of milk, a child’s dress. 











a pte’ many of you eat anything? How 
many of you drink anything? Hold 
up your hands. Every one of you. And 
I can see that you are all clothed. Food 
and drink and clothing are necessities to 
every one of us, 

But, necessary as they are, there is some- 
thing more important, and that is our re- 
lation to God and his righteousness. Do 
you believe this? 

How many times have you refused to 
give to the Lord’s work because you had 
to buy food and clothing with your money? 
But you say, “We must have food and 
clothing. I can’t let my family go hungry.” 
And nobody has asked you to do this. 
Christ simply asked us to provide for his 
work first, and he would see to it that we 
had all we needed. But we do not believe 
him. You don’t, and I don’t put him abso- 
lutely first, as he asked us, or there would 
be money for all his mission work, and 
we would have abundance, and more spir- 
itual power than we have even dreamed of 
having. 

What are you going to do, put this food, 
and milk, and dress first, or are you going 
to give Christ and his service the first 
place? 

Mopesto, CAL. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Putting first things first 
1. Where is my “treasure”? 


2. Is “the Light of the world” reflected 
in my heart? 


3. Am I putting God first? 
4. My God can supply all my need. 











XPLAIN to the children that our les- 
son (Matt. 6: 19-34) is part of the 
talk on the mountain top about which we 
heard last week. It was addressed to his 
disciples, and if we belong to the Lord 
Jesus, then it is meant for us, too. 
Let us ask the Lord Jesus to help us 
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Lesson for February 4 


to hear his voice speaking to us in our 
hearts today. (Read verses 19-21, and 
illustrate them by telling the story of the 
Rich Fool, to be found in Luke 12: 16-21.) 
A poor widow, taken ill with an incurable 
disease, was received into an infirmary. 
Kind friends took her little boy to live 
with them, and he was treated in every 
way as if he were their own child. One 
day, however, he was asked by an acquaint- 
ance where his home was. “I live at so- 
and-so,” he replied, “but my home is where 
Mother is.” Just so, if the Lord Jesus is 
our treasure, our home will be where he 
is, and our hearts will be occupied with 
things above, and not with the things of 
earth. 

The Lord Jesus said, “I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life’ (John 8:12). (Read Matt. 6: 
22, 23.) If our aim in life is to please him, 
and we live “looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 
12:2), we will have his light reflected in 
our hearts so that they will be full of 
light, and the sunshine will show in our 
faces. Psalm 34:5 has been translated, 
“They looked unto him, and were radiant.” 

As the remaining verses are read, pause 
after each question for the children to 
answer, if possible. 

How little we know of our heavenly 
Father’s “riches in glory”! (Phil. 4: 19.) 

“Take no thought,” 7. e¢., no anxious 
thought. Why should any of us be anxious 
if we obey verse 33? The birds do not 
worry, the flowers do not worry, yet God 
takes care of them, and will he forget us? 
Teach Memory Verse (Matt. 6:28), 29). 


Expression Work 


Write the following verses on the black- 
board, and let the children memorize them. 


OVERHEARD IN AN ORCHARD 
Said the Robin to the Sparrow: 
“TI should really like to know 
Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so.” 


Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 
“Friend, I think that it must be 

That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.’ 


—Elizabeth Cheney,,in 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs. 


York, Enc. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in the midst of ail the interests of our daily 
lives, we greatly need to be reminded of what 
should be put first. We so easily choose to give 
first place to the lesser things. Help us to 
follow the unanxious path, and to keep in mind 
that not earthly treasure but heavenly treas- 
ure is to occupy our desires. May we not 
make the mistake of spending precious time too 
lavishly upon the things that belong to the 
material world, but may we in quiet trust keep 
in the forefront of our thinking thyself and 
thy loving-kindness, and the fellowship that 
thou dost offer to those who will take thee at 
thy word. May we have right views of real 
values. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you ever worry? 
Do you ever doubt whether God will do 
as well by you as he does by the lilies of 
the field? Are you so busy about making 
a living that you somewhat forget the mak- 
ing of a life? There is an order of arrange- 
ment among the things to which we give 
our. time if we follow God’s will. He tells 
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us what to put first. Let us repeat together 
the Goldén Text. Yes, and now that we 
have said it, do we really believe that this 
arrangement will work? Oh, be sure that 
there are many, many trusting souls who 
have proved again and again how wonder- 
fully God’s plan does work! If we put 
first what he puts first, then many things 
for which we have been striving so hard, 
will be cared for by him, Let us try this 
plan during the coming week. Our heavenly 
Father knows what true values are. Let 
us take him at his word. Let us pray. 





BUT ETERNAL | REASURE 
WHICH FIRST IN MY LIFE? 











This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for Febrvary 4) 


1. This word means seeing, or intent upon, 
one thing. The soul serving God alone admits 
light only from him. 

2. The parable of the Sower and the Seed. 
“The care of this world” chokes the Word 
(Matt. 13: 22). 

3. Not necessarily ; but it means all things 
that in the Father’s wisdom are good for us 
—and that is all that should be desired by a 
trusting child of God. 

4. Implicit trust in the heavenly Father’s 
love and care. 

5 Compare Matthew 5:11, 12 with James 

2-4; Matthew 7: 15-27 with James 1: 22- 
aa and 2: 14-26 and 3:11, 12; Matthew 7: 
I-5 with — 4:11, 12; Matthew 6:19 
with James 5: 1-3. 

6. “Your Father knoweth what things ye 
a need of, before ye ask him” (Matt. 6: 


7- The Sermon on the Mount deals with 
money, riches, anxiety, prayer, giving, purity, 
divorce, forgiveness, and many other practical 
problems. 

8. Our Lord’s parables, especially those on 
stewardship (The Rich Fool, The Worldly 
Wise Steward, The Rich Man and Lazarus), 
and on service (The Unprofitable Servant, 
Laborers in the Vineyard, The Talents, The 
Pounds). 

9. 2 Corinthians 4: 18. 

10. We should be careful not to use the 
Lord’s Prayer in public where there are many 
unbelievers, because it is a prayer only for 
children of God. Nor should it be used if 
it becomes a formal thing. It is a prayer 
especially to show the things that prayer should 
include. There was a later revelation about 
praying in the name of Christ that could only 
be understood after his death and resurrec- 
tion, but all of the petitions of the Lord’s 
Prayer can be, and should be, prayed by be- 
lievers today. 





Children at Home 








Flower Traps 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T WAS on a day in June that I took my 

first walk through the Barrens. I re- 
member that there was a warm rain fall- 
ing and that the air was sweet with cas- 
sandra, whose white, urn-shaped blossoms 
have a perfume like that of lilies of the 
valley. 

My friends were searching for the nest 
of a Henslow sparrow, that rare, black- 
streaked little sparrow with the narrow, 
sharp tail who says “see-lick, see-lick” and 
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sounds close at hand, when he may be 
balancing on a weed stalk half a_ field 
away. 

While they were hunting, I wandered 
away and lost myself and spent the rest 
of that long, happy day in a new world, 
following twisted paths and hidden trails 
through bogs and woods and thickets of 
white alder, scrub oak, and black gum. 

Now and again through the rain I caught 
glimpses of tiny clearings, hazy-purple with 
blue toadflax and long stretches of pure, 
white sand, all the bed of some ancient 
sea.. Here and there showed the vivid, 
crimson-lake leaves of the wild ipecac, 
with its strange green flowers, while every- 
where, as if set in snow the green and gold 
of the Hudsonia gleamed against the white 
sand, looking like tiny cedar trees covered 
with thickly set blossoms of pure gold 
which the wind spilled in little drifts on 
the ground. 

Sometimes my path led past Sadorgreils 
pools in which gleamed buds of the yel- 
low pond lily like lumps of foatna gold 
and the blossoms of the paler golden club, 
which look like the tongue of a calla lily. 
At last the trail, which I was following, 
reached an amber-brown stream. On its 


bank a mountain laurel showed like a: 


beautiful ghost against the dark water with 
a glory of white, pink-flecked flowers. 

At the very edge of the bank I came 
upon a mass of hollow crimson-veined 
leaves filled with water. In their midst 
I saw for the first time the flowers of the 
pitcher plant. Some were a deep pink, 
some were crimson, and others showed 
green and gold and pearl-white. The slant- 
ing lip of each leaf was covered with curved 
bristles, all pointing downward, while the 
hollow base was half filled with water 
and had smooth, glistening sides. 

The inside of each leaf secreted a sugary 
liquid which was an irresistible lure for 
numerous little, flying insects. They would 
light on the curved leaf and pass down its 
lip to the sharp slope which led to the 
green cavern below. Whether they slip- 
ped on the smooth sides and fell into the 
water or kept their footing mattered not. 
Not one of them ever escaped. Once in 
the water they could not fly, nor could 
they take off from the sides of the leaf, 
while the sure-footed ones, who walked up 
the almost perpendicular slope found them- 
selves confronted by an impenetrable abat- 
tis of curved, downward-pointing spines, 
which thrust them back. 

Death in that fatal green trap was the 
fate of them all, and their juices were 
absorbed by the fierce plant, which fiour- 
ished on the very lifeblood. In fact, the 
pitcher plants are so carnivorous that when 
they are raised in greenhouses they are 
fed occasional bits of raw meat. 

My last experience with these strange 
flowers was in South Carolina. I had 
stopped at the old Rutledge plantation, in 
front of which stood the famous Wash- 
ington Oak. When George Washington 
visited the plantation, Colonel Rutledge had 
asked his advice about moving a young live 
oak that had just been set cut. 

“I would let it stand,” said our first 
President. 

“General Washington, it shall never be 
moved,” returned the old Colonel. 

Today its spreading branches make an 
unbelievable area of sun-dappled shade in 
front of the old mansion. Among the 
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branches of that oak, covered with resur- 
rection ferns, I heard two bird songs and 
saw two birds all strange to me. One was 
the rose-red summer tanager and the other 
that nonpareil among birds, the beautiful 
little painted bunting, all indigo, cinnabar- 
red, crimson, and emerald green. 

The high ‘light of the day to me, how- 
ever, was not the mansion nor the oak nor 
even the birds, but a great regiment of 
Strange plants of marvelous beauty grow- 
ing on a half .wooded slope. 

“They are only flytraps,” my friend pro- 
tested when I made him stop the car. 

By whatever name they be known they 
were a beautiful sight. In a colony per- 
haps thirty feet square grew hundreds of 
Southern pitcher plants of two varieties, 
both entirely unlike our Northern species, 

The larger ones had hollow, green and 
gold leaves fully two feet long, with trofoil 
caps. Here and there showed flowers like 
great dull red roses with five fiddle-shaped 
petals and an umbrella-shaped pistil of a 
golden green stained with crimson. 

The smaller variety had shorter leaves, 
green blurred with mahogany-red, while 
at the back of each leaf were pearly, trans- 
parent spots which are luminous in the 
dark so that day and night those beautiful, 
fatal traps await their victims. 

I have many happy memories of the 
Carolinas, both North and South. The fire 
azalea, the snowy egrets, the song of the 
mocking birds through long, moonlitten 
nights —but none more lovely than the 
recollection of that great bed of pitcher 
plants on that hillside all pale gold, lumi- 
nous green, and blurred crimson, 


Haverrorp, Pa. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Feb. 11. Does God Always Punish Wrong? 
How? Gal. 6 : 6-8. 





Sunday, February 4 


Young People’s Part in Interdenomina- 
tional Work (Luke 10:1; Phil. 4: 
15-19) (Christian Endeavor Day) 





Mon.—Division of labor (Exod. 18 : 13-24). 
Tues.—A part in missions. (Acts 13 : 1-3). 
Wed.—Work for all (Acts 6: 1-8). 

Thurg.—Spirit of co-operation (Mark 9 : 38- 


42). 
Fri—Our financial part (1 Cor. 16: 1-9). 
Sat.—Our part in prayer (Matt. 9 : 36-38). 











How does our church co-operate with other 
churches? 


How does the Christian Endeavor union help 
us to work with young people of other 
churches? 

Why is interdenominational work 
thing? 

y A small Western town, where the 

people are pocr and where there are 
several churches, equipment is frequently 
borrowed, and the people of the different 
denominations work together in harmony. 
One evening a church bell was heard 
ringing vigorously. A family seated 
around the supper table looked up in sur- 
prise. 


a good 
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“What bell is that?” they asked in chorus. 

No one seemed to know until at last 
one exclaimed, “Oh, I remember now! 
That’s the Episcopal. bell ringing for the 
Baptist revival that begins at the Pres- 
byterian church tonight.” 


ee 

“The Church’s one foundation is Jesus 
Christ her Lord,” and it is right that the 
denominational branches of the true Church 
should work together in harmony and 
peace, In thinking this week especially 
about interdenominational work, therefore, 
we should keep in mind the fact that if we 
believe on the Lord Jesus and in his Word, 
and stand for the faith once for all deliv- 
ered to the saints, we are, with all other 
like-minded denominations, a part of the 
true Church of Christ. It is profitable 
to consider what our particular denomina- 
tion stands for, and what it means to the 
world. But we should be careful to rec- 
ognize that other evangelical denominations 
have likewise made their definite contribu- 
tion to the cause of Christ, and likewise 
emphasize certain needed truths, 

Practically every evangelical denomina- 
tion has been begun because the existing 
church has failed to teach some necessary 
and vital truth contained in the Word of 
God, or because the particular branch of 
the church has drawn away from the 
Word, either in doctrine or practice. The 
Lutheran faith had its beginning in the 
failuré and apostasy of the Church of 
Rome. Methodism was brought into be- 
ing because of the worldliness and sin and 
degeneration in the church of England of 
that day. The Friends re-emphasized the 
need of separation from the world, and 
so on, 

SMe 


But while we recognize the importance 
and value of the special truths that our 
particular denominations are emphasizing, 
we are bound to realize, if we are true 
to the Word of God, that there is one 
great message that all evangelical denomi- 
nations have in common that is the vital 
one, andthe one that the world - needs 
most today. Men need most of all to be 
told how to escape from eternal death and 
how to be kept from the dominion and 
power of sin. This every true evangelical 
church teaches, and it is one and the same 
message of salvation through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and belief on his name. 
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It wili be worth while to have some 
member of your society sum up the differ- 
ent activities of your group that are a 
direct contribution to interdenominational 
work. This can be used to promote a 
discussion as to ways and means wherein 
such activities may be made more helpful. 
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Throughout the discussion it should be 
kept in mind that Christian Endeavor, 
while an international organization, never- 
theless, aims especially at helpfulness and 
co-operation with the particular church 
with which each individual society is con- 
nected. Yet, because it is an _ inter- 
national and interdenominational organiza- 
tion, it brings together those of different 
denomiazations, helping each to see the good 
in the other, and to co-operate in the cause 
of Christ. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Our Free Catalog Saves 


Money For Foreign Missionaries 


FOREIGN MISSIONARIES everywhere 
have confidence in our Missionary 

Bureau as the most economical source 

for personal supplies and mission equip- 

ment of high quality. 

SECRETARIES and Purchasing Agents of 
Foreign Missions find that our free cata- 

log and special discount list enables them to 

save money for their stations. 

MISSION Boards can economize by select- 
ing hardware, paints and other building 

materials from our catalog, for shipment 

abroad. 

If you wish a Montgomery Ward Catalog, for 

export use only, write TODAY for a free copy. 


MONTGOMERY WARD 
Export Department CHICAGO, U.S.A. 

















PRAYER—PROMISE—POWER 
A TESTIMONY 
What God has done and will do in any Church. 
Story of a real Revival, told by Pastor. 
2 cents each, $1 hundred, $3 thousand. 


" WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
58th and Chester Avenue Philadelphia, Pa. 


A Whole Year for $1.00 
THE JLLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure! 
Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


QUILT PIECES—2 pounds (15 yards) only 69 
cents. Large print pieces, fast 
colors, sent COD. Beautiful silks or velvets, 2 pounds 
$1.00. 12 quilt designs free with order. THE REM- 
NANT STORE, Box 130, Marion, Itvino1s. 











Help the Daughters 


Become a partner with Beaver College in educat- 
ing young women. Your gift toward a scholarship 
will aid the daughter of a missionary or minister. 
Every graduate is prepared to make a living as 
well as a life. Help them in their struggle for an 
education. Send for free booklet. Beaver College, 
near — is under Pennsylvania Synod 
ot the Presbyterian Church, 
ZH U.S.A. A.B., B.S., Mus.B., 
f B.F.A. degrees. Also Teacher- 
Training courses. Students from 
23 states and 6 foreign countries. 
W. B. Greenway, D.D., LL.D., 
President. 
















(Please send me booklet, ‘‘Beaver Makes 
Your Dollars Imm a 
Please send Beaver College catalog. 
Enclosed are names of young women ready 
for college September, 1934, 


Name. 








Address 
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Moody Bible Institute, 


Dent, 4501, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ui. 
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Lesson for February 4 


A New Fundamentals 
Association in Victoria, B. C. 


NEW Fundamentals society was 
launched in Victoria, B. C., under the 
name of the Victoria Evangelical Asso- 
ciation, in December, 1933. Its objects 
are: aggressive personal and mass evan- 
gelism, the presentation and defense of the 
evangelical faith; the holding of meetings, 
circulation of literature, and especially the 
securing of central halls to give prominence 
to the visits of outstanding speakers. 
The doctrinal basis of the Association 
embraces: The full divine inspiration, 
authority, and sufficiency of the Bible as 
the Word of God; the doctrine of the 
Trinity ; the personality of God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost; the 
virgin birth and deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; the fall of man; his consequent 
moral depravity and the necessity of re- 


.generation for salvation; the substitutionary 


atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ upon 
the cross, and his physical resurrection; 
election by sovereign grace, justification 
by faith alone, redemption through faith 
in the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; the 
regenerating and sanctifying work of the 
Holy Spirit ; the priesthood of all believers ; 
the second coming of our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ; the resurrection of the 
body —of the just to eternal life and of 
the unjust to eternal punishment. 

There was a fairly representative gather- 
ing of ministers and evangelicals on the 
platform, and a good attendance of the pub- 
lic. The President, the Rev. G. F. Cox, 
outlined the aims and objects of the Asso- 
ciation, and asked for membership, to 
which a number responded. Two fine ad- 
dresses were heard from Dr. W. M. Rob- 
ertson, the “fighting Fundamentalist” of 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, Vancouver, and 
from Dr. A. S. Imrie, late of Toronto and 


~Caligary, now of Emmanuel Church, Vic- 


toria. The secretary of the Association, 
R. N. Grubb, 1051 Victoria Avenue, Vic- 
toria, B. C., will be glad to hear from evan- 
gelists and defenders of the faith visiting 
the West Coast, with a view to arranging 
meetings. 

we ’ 


An Opportunity to Hear 
Mr. and Mrs. Norton 


R. AND MRS. RALPH C. NOR- 

TON, Directors of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, are now in America and can 
accept a limited number of invitations to 
tell, in churches and Bible conferences, 
something of the marvelous works of God’s 
grace that are occurring in Belgium, that 
strategic country at the heart of affairs 
in Europe. 

They will be in Florida from February 
15 to March 20, after which they will re- 
turn to Philadelphia. Churches, Sunday- 
schools, and other Christian groups who 
would like to have them tell of their work 
may write to them in care of the Mission, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


V4 
“How to Master Matthew's Gospel,” by 


Mr. McQuilkin (Times, December 16). 


may be had in pamphlet form, Io cents a 
copy, $1 a dozen, from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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Are War Illustrations Wrong ? 




















(Continued from second page) 


When the same apostle, writing by di- 
vine and infallible inspiration, wanted to 
show Christians the only way of victorious 
Christian living, he urged them to “put 
on the whole armour of God” and showed 
that the only way of success was by wear- 
ing “the breastplate of righteousness,” and 
“taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench ail the fiery darts 
of the wicked,” and also taking “the hel- 
met of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 
6: 11-17). 

To Timothy, a young Christian, Paul 
wrote the warlike counsel: “Fight the 
good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). 

At the end of a long life of victory in 
Christ, Paul could testify: “I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith’ (2 Tim. 4:7). 

It was the Lord Jesus Christ himself, the 
Prince of peace, who said: “Think not 
that I am come to send peace on earth: I 
came not to send peace, but a sword” (Matt. 
10:34). Because our Lord is the true and 
only Prince of peace, he is eternally and 
inexorably committed to warring against 
sin and incorrigible sinners, until that future 
time when he shall reign personally over 
this earth and by his reign establish the 
Kingdom-age of peace. As Dr. Scofield 
comments on this passage, it “was Christ’s 
warning that the truth which he was pro- 
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claiming would not bring in the Kingdom- 
age of peace, but conflict rather.” 

The Lord predicted that “wars and 
rumors of wars” should continue until he 
comes again (Matt. 24:6). His prophecy 
has been, and is continuing to be, fulfilled. 
He has not yet come the second time; 
but when he does he will, necessarily, first 
make war in a final conflict with those who 
are rejecting and resisting him, and then 
he will establish his own peace throughout 





A Postcard sre 


TORREY’S Famous Vest-Pocxer Hep 


GIST OF LESSONS 1934 FREE 


If You Have Never Used It Before !— 
make a list (on a teard will do) of z2 or more 
Sunday School teachers or officers of your acquaint- 
ance, and send it to us for an introductory copy, of 
Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (International) 34. 
Absolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 
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SeLect NOTES 
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International Sunday School Lesson: 


~*~ 100,000 yearly depend upon it 


WHY ? 
















“Enclosed find check for..” 


; 
addrerred to YOU? 


e For over eighty years we have been sending these 
welcome letters to holders of Annuity Agreements 
of the American Bible Society. Never...in good 
times or bad... has any annuitant failed to receive 
his check. 

These Annuity Agreements are safe. They are 
backed by the resources and conservative business 
management of a trust-worthy institution whose 
- work, the distribution of the Scriptures, is indis- 

pensable to the Christian enterprise. 

Would you like to know how you can receive a specified 
sum at definite times every i as long as you live?...how a rela- 





uM OF tive or friend may be include 
RS y 4 Mail the coupon and you will receive an interesting booklet which 
= A ‘ may help solve some of the puzzling problems of your future income, 
ANO 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


AS HIGH AS [Aiicrican Bible Society 


if, } gst: eggs om ee age 


PY 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS78 entitled ‘“‘A“Gift That Lives.” 


Denomination 











| 


Address 
City 


State 
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the world. Here is the account of his sec- 
ond coming which he gave to the apostle 
John: 

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold 
a white horse; and he that sat upon him 
was called Faithful and True, and in right- 
eousness he doth judge and make war. His 
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his 
head were many crowns; and he had a 
name -written, that no man knew, but he 
himself, And he was clothed with a ves- 
ture dipped.in blood: and his name is called 
The Word of God. And the armies which 
were in heaven followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean. And out of his mouth goeth a 
sharp sword, that with it he should smite 
the nations: and he shall rule them with 
a rod of iron: and he treadeth the wine- 
press of the fierceness and wrath of Al- 
mighty God. And he hath on his vesture 
and on his thigh a name written, KING 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” 
(Rev. 19: 11-16). 


Recent Revivals 
in Spanish America 


(Concluded from page 37) 


is truly an “open door” that is God-given 
and God-directed. 

Mr. Peters and his wife and son have 
been deeply moved to consider the possi- 
bilities of a revival in Spain. God has 
already indicated his will, for a certain 
church, hearing of it without any appeal 
from the Peters party, voted $500 for it. 
As soon as the remainder is forthcoming 
the party will start for Spain. 

Without a doubt, these servants of the 
Lord, since they are ready and willing, 
and since they have so ably proved their 
capability in work among the Spaniards 
of the New Hemisphere, should have the 
prayers of every earnest Christian on be- 
half of a campaign in Spain. 

This remarkable movement designated 
simply “Revivals in Spanish America” has 
no Organization to back it, but is repre- 
sented by the D. M. Stearns Missionary 
Fund, 147 West School Lane, Germantown, 
Philadelphia, to which all funds for these 
should be sent. Dr. Stearns was the first 
to secure and send help to Mr. Peters in 
Peru in 1804, and up to his death main- 
tained a deep interest in that work. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 29 to February 4 


Mon.—Matthew 6: 5-15. True Prayer. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prayer is an ac- 
commodating ordinance of God- whereby in 
private and public we may sincerely, un- 
derstandingly, affectionately, through Christ 
by the help of the Spirit of God, make 
request for things agreeable to his will. 
It is a transaction between the soul and 
God. Eloquence does not improve prayer. 
Nor the lack of pleasing utterance mar its 
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usefulness. True prayer is the utterance 
of a child’s heart to a loving heavenly 
Father. Bunyan used to say, “By prayer 
the Christian can open his heart to God, 
as to a friend, and obtain fresh testimony 
of God’s friendship to him.” “Pray with- 
out ceasing.” Pray for the revival of 
prayer among the scattered people of God. 
Tues —Matthew 5: 19-23. True Treasure. 
Prayer Succestions: Minding earthly 
things is a characteristic of our time. 
Heavenly-mindedness is rare. Just now 
perishable, precarious treasures are caus- 
ing many deep anxiety. What money we 
have given to God is safe. What we have 
entrusted to men may not be safe. It is 
wrong to lay up treasures on earth at the 
expense of treasure in Heaven. If our 
treasures are in Heaven our hearts will 
be there also. Pray against covetousness 
which is idolatry. 
Wed.—Matthew 6: 24-34. Our Father’s Care. 
Prayer SuGcEstTiIons: One who can truly 
call God Father, may say, “My Father 
cares for my care.” God wants us to take 
forethought, but not anxious thought, about 
things needful. It is unbelieving doubt 
(%. ¢., racking care) that is forbidden. It 
is a sin to worry unless we worry about 
our sins. Commit every feature of your 
temporal life to God just as you have com- 
mitted your soul. If he saved your soul, 
he will not fail you in the needs of your 
physical life. Pray for fixedness of pur- 
pose to rest in the Lord because of what he 
ts and because of his care for you. 


Thurs.—Mark 10 : 23-31. God’s Kingdom First. 

Prayer Succestions: The Lord jesus 
said riches (trusted in) keep folks out of 
the Kingdom of God. This astonished his 
disciples (vs. 24, 26). Peter refers to this 
teaching of Christ (1 Pet. 5:2). Many 
are rich on their own account, who are 
poor in God’s account. There is nothing 
so disappointing as financial success. Peter 
evidently thought he spoke for the other 
apostles when he said, “Lo, we have left 
all.” Our Lord saw Judas in their com- 
pany, and answered, “No man... hath 
left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
for my sake, and the gospel’s, but he shall 
receive an hundredfold” (vs. 20, 30). They 
who walk in the ways of the Lord Jesus 
now shall never lack for reward here and 
hereafter. Pray for grace to put God's 
Kingdom first in everything. 


Fri.—John 15:1-8 Dependence Upon Christ. 

Prayer SuccEsTIons: Christ is the be- 
liever’s all-sufficiency for personal life and 
godliness, He is our Life. Unless we are 
continually depending upon him our lives 
will be a failure. But when our hearts 
and minds are occupied with our Master 
and his sufficiency, we are best fitted for 
the emergencies of service that are sure to 
arise, because we know where our strength 
lies, and where our blessing comes from. 
We are pvor imitators. The Lord Jesus 
does not want us to imitate him, but to 
let him live out his life within us, as a vine 
lives out its life in the fruit-bearing 
branches. There is a certainty of spiritual 
results when one depends wholly upon 
Christ. Pray that you may see the im- 
portance of feeding on Christ through his 
Word; and also the joy and power that 
comes from Christ through resting or abid- 
ing in him. 


(Lesson for Feb. 4) Jan. 20, 1934 


Sat.—Psalm 46:1-11. A Very Present Help. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: The late Dr. A.: 


C. Dixon, speaking on this Psalm said, “The 
trouble with a good deal of help needed. is 
that it isn’t present; God is always ‘a 
very present help in trouble.” We cannot 
live without trouble, but God will enable 
us to live above it. “Therefore will not 
we fear,” no matter what may be the 
troubles of life. International, local, or 
personal troubles all should hasten us to 
God 6ur Refuge, Strength, and Help. It is 
said that Luther used to say to Melancthon, 
“Come on, Brother Melancthon, let us sing 
the Forty-sixth Psalm.” Pray for a faith 
that will not flinch nor shrink under the 
trials of life. 


Sun.—Psalm 19 : 7-14. 
The Works and Word of God. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: God’s wisdom 
shines out in his works; but his love shines 
out in both the written and the living Word. 
The book of nature is a mighty volume. 
It challenges the brainiest of men. It re- 
cords the exhibitions of omnipotent power. 
The Book of God — the Scriptures of truth, 
converts the soul, makes wise the simple, 
purifies the heart and life, and is more to 
be desired than anything made, and is 
sweeter than the sweetest thing in this 
world. In proof of this we have the life 
of our blessed Lord, and His servants. 
Have you not tasted the sweetness of the 
Lord and his Word? Pray for more de- 
votion to the Word, and more of the com- 
fort and good hope of the Scriptures. 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 


$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 
postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 5@ cents for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
request. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 


52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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